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PREFACE. 



The cause of my putting forth this little 
book is sufficient, I think, to justify me in 
so doing. I was the first husband of the 
person whose history it details ; and I have 
heretofore shrunk from doing aught to pre- 
judice the public against her, either by word 
or deed. Regard for the feeUngs of my 
children, (of whom she is the mother,) re- 
spect for myself, and pity for her wayward 
propensities, have restrained me from ex- 
posing her frailty. But when, without the 
existence of the least necessity, by a pre- 
tended exposure of my misconduct, she has 
done all that can be done to bring odium 
upon those children and upon me, I believe 
it is high time that the public should know 
to whom we are actually indebted for our 
real disgrace ; and that I should protect that 
which is worth to me more than my purse, 
— my character. 

I do not know that I can blame Mrs« 
Kinney for wishing to stand feir before the 
public ; but if she would so stand, she must 
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be careful not to attempt to stand upon the 
rnki of others. I am not the only one, I 
perceive by her book, who has incurred her 
displeasure. Whether the individuals upon 
whcHn she has there been so lavish of her 
censure, think her remarks in regard to them 
worth noticing, I know not, as I have never 
had a word of conversation with them upon 
the subject. When it is thoroughly known 
however, what is the real character of the 
person who has arraigned them at the bar 
of public opinion, they will be content to 
let her accusations pass for what they are 
worth. 

My children are very, very dear to me. 
No one who knows me can accuse me of a 
want of paternal affection. They are good 
children ; so far as I am aware, their con- 
duct and characters are unimpeachable ; — 
and did I believe thajt that which appears in 
this book could add to their unfaappiness, or 
to the unpleasantness of their situation, I 
would not publish it. There are those in 
the community — a large and respectable 
class — ^whose regard I wish my children to 
possess, who have already a correct opinion 
of the character of Mrs. K. ; therefore they 
cannot suffer more than they have in their 
estimation. And there are those who cart 
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not what kind of a character a person pos- 
sesses,— one course of conduct, in their eyes, 
entitling an individual to as good a charac- 
ter as another, — and the regard of such per- 
9(ms I would not have my children exert 
themselves in the least to obtain. They, 
probably, have, ere this, learned that they 
can never have a good .reputation by de- 
pending upon their mother ; and a coirect 
Mfe, with strict moral principles as its basis, 
is the only thing on which they can depend 
for prosperity and the good opinion of the 
world. The sympathy of the people is in 
their favor, and will increase if they are de- 
serving of it. 

It is, indeed, trying to my feelings, when 
I consider their situation. The tear unbid- 
den will start when my mind reverts to them, 
and this is not seldom. But, although For- 
tune has, in their earlier days, been to them 
a hard mistress, she will eventually grow 
lenient and become as indulgent as she has 
been severe. Let them not despair. 

To the reader I have a word to say. 
There is a moral contained in the history of 
Mrs* Kinney which is well worth studying. 
The ypuQg man full of ardor and of 4ove/ 
who sees nothing but th6 most adorabfe 
qualities in the fair object of his afiectioB, 
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is taught to control his passions sufficiently 
to allow his reason to ascertain whether his 
next step, — ^if it be that which will bind 
him indissolubly to her — ^will not be his ruin. 
The man of more mature years will spe 
that, unless he exercises the utmost circum- 
spection, he may be deceived by a woman ; 
particularly if his regard for her, in the 
first place, and his pursuits, in the next, be 
such as to pre (rent his making an exertion 
to learn whether she possesses any of the 
short comings of her sex. 



It may be that Mrs. Kinney and her 
friends, hereafter, will think fit to publish 
much concerning me, in the forms of com- 
munications, letters, affidavits, certificates, 
etc., as I have been threatened with some- 
thing of the kind ; but I have a conscience 
void of offense. There is no act of mine^ 
committed since I have arrived at years of 
discretion, of which I have now any recol- 
lection, that I think the public would con- 
sider an inexcusable deviation from right ; 
therefore I have no fear of the effect of any 
representation which may be put forth to 
injure my character, or the veracity of this 
book. 



LIFE OF MRS. KINNEY. 



CHAPTER I. 

HANNAH HANSON. 

Hannah Hanson was about 17 years of 
age when I became acquainted with her. — 
She was possessed of a good figure, a fair 
countenance with a large expressive eye, 
and agreeable manners. I was at this time 
hardly twenty-one years old, and it is not 
surprising that I should have been attracted 
by her appearance. I had but seen her, 
when an interest was awakened in my bo« 
som which, after a short acquaintance, in- 
creased to affection. It was, perhaps, the 
rash act of a boy to offer her my hand and 
heart, while yet a minor, but I could not 
resist the inclination, and the offer was ac- 
cepted. 

A 
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I was proud of what I thought my good 
fortune when I led this fair young girl to the 
altar. With a good character and a gentle 
disposition, as I supposed, she bid fair to 
make me a happy husband. But alas 1 how 
often do we find the tempting fruit, with 
rich exterior, a mere mass of corruption ! — 
I Uttfe thought how full my cup of misery 
was to be filled in consequence of this act : 
The few blissful hours then spent by me, 
have been obscured, I had almost said, ob- 
literated, fi*om my memory, by the days, 
months, years of wo, that succeeded thenu 

But it is useless for me now to mourn 
over these things. Unhappiness, such as I 
have suffered, I trust is no longer before me, 
as I am forever separated from its cause. 
The recollection of scenes through which I 
have passed, when examined with the care 
which is necessary to place them before the 
public in their true character, will open 
wounds to bleed afresh, which I had hoped 
were fully healed. But duty to myself, to 
my family, and to the public, requires a cor- 
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rect statement of facts, and they shall be 
given, let the consequences to my feelings 
be what they may. 



CHAPTER II. 

Her Mairiage—First Snbseqaent Misconduct—" 
Something JMEysterious. 

Our marriage took {dace in Japiary, 1823, 
in New Portland, Maine. Shortjy after, 
we went to housekeeping, abouit One mile 
from Mrs. Witham's father's. In the house 
where we lived, resided a family by the 
name of Weymouth. Every thing passed 
pleasantly for some three months, when I 
met with the first trouble, occasioned by the 
misconduct 't>f my wife. (B.) Mr. and 
Mrs. Weymouth, at one time, missed some 
articles, trifling indeed, but articles of neces- 
sity and such as they felt disposed to look 
after. They had not proceeded far in their 
examination, before they were satisfied that 

B 
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the goods had been purloined by Mrs. With- 
am ! When this came to my knowledge I 
was thunderstruck. And any man of spirit, 
who has had a young bride can well under- 
stand what my grief must have been on be- 
ing told that my wife was a thief! I was, 
at first, inclined to resist the accusation as 
an insult, but the positive manner of the ac- 
cusers induced me to withhold my anger 
until I had made every endeavor to ascer- 
tain the truth from her. She was more pos- 
itive in her denial, if possible, than tiiey 
were in their charge. I then told her that 
if I should be satisfied of the fact, I would 
leave her forever. After this, her mother 
talked with her upon the subject, supposing 
there must have been some ground for the 
accusation, and urged her, if she were guil- 
ty, to confess it, have the aiTair concluded 
and forgotten. But she had denied it too 
long and too loudly, now to ackn6wledge it, 
and she took the Bible in her hand and calU 
ed God to witness that she was innocent ! 
Mr. and Mrs. Weymouth, seeing my dis- 
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tress, from motives of pity, I suppose, said 
but little more about it. I thought there 
must be some mistake in the matter, and al- 
lowed inyself to believe in her entire inno- 
cencjr. 

I, perhaps, should not have pressed the 
matter so hard upon her, had not Mr. and 
Mis» Weymouth told me that she had con- 
fessed it to them, ui^ng them, at the same 
time, never. to reveal it to me^ lest I should 
leave her* 

But few knew of the af&ir, and these 
were not inclined to circulate reports con- 
cerning it, from some cause. The matter 
subsided, and I began again to feel some- 
what calm, and afterwards happy, when it 
was made known to me that, there was a 
probabiUty of having s^i increase of family 
in proper time. 

My happiness continued, and I dreamed 
not of further trouble until the seventeenth 
of June, about five months after my mar- 
riage. In the night Mrs. Witham was taken 
ill J I went for her mother^ who reached the 

c 
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house a few minutes before Mrs. W. was 
delivered of a child ! The child, however, 
was not long in the world. Ignorant as I 
was respecting such matters, I was convin- 
ced that there was something mysterious 
connected with this premature birth ; par- 
ticularly as I had been told that a report was 
in circulation that Mrs. Witham had been 
guilty of improper conduct, previous to her 
marriage, with a young man at a Mrs. C's. 
I had called on Mrs. C. to learn tl^ facts, but 
was informed by her that she was ignorant of 
any such conduct at her house on the part 
of Hannah. But I was satisfied that some- 
thing impnroper had taJken place, for I could 
not be the father of that child. I was after- 
wards informed by friends that Mrs. C. had 
said that, as things were, she regretted 
she had not told me the truth about the af- 
fair ; that &ome time previous to my mar- 
riage, Hannah was at her house at a party, 
and from some circumstances that came to 
her (Mrs. C's) knowledge respecting the 
conduct of the young man with Hannah, sb^ 
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thought she woald recollect, or make a min- 
ute of the time, and she should be satisfied 
if she had a child about the middle of June, 
who was its father. 

When this fact was made known to me, 
my mortification can hardly be described— 
I had been warmly attached to Hannah, 
but the evidence I supposed I had of her 
want of principle, and of regard for her 
character, and of the disgrace I was sufier- 
ing in consequence of her misconduct, de- 
termined me to abandon her. I informed 
her and the neighbors of my determination, 
and began to make preparations for carr]ring 
it into effect. But my intention was frus- 
trated by Mrs. Witham's mother, than whom 
no person ever had more influence with me. 
By smooth words, and strong appeals to my 
feelings, she persuaded me into the belief 
that I was mistaken ; that the reports against 
Hannah were the work of her enemies ; it 
was impossible that she could be guilty of 
such things ; and I had better be sure that 
.the reports were true before I took th« 
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course I proposed, and quit a young, and 
probably innocent wife forever. By such 
appeals she fairly bewildered me ; I tried to- 
believe Mrs. Witham to be an injured wo- 
man, and concluded to change my determi- 
nation and remain with and protect her. 



CHAPTER III. 

Prosperity. Family Matters. Vexations A flair 
with a Schoolmaster. A shade of happiness. 

I determined, after Mrs. Hanson had per- 
suaded me into the belief that Mrs. Witham 
was really an injured woman, to credit no^ 
more reports about her which were not sup- 
ported by the most direct proof, and to en- 
deavor to live on good terms with her. 

In the October succeeding our marriage, 
I thought it would be better for us to live by 
ourselves. As I had a house roughly finish- 
ed, we concluded to make it our residence. 
This proved, for a time, to be a fortunate 
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move for me. Mrs. Witham was industri- 
ous, and actually appeared to exert herself 
to make my home a happy one, homely as 
3t was. I now began again to enjoy myself. 

My mind was relieved of the stories which 
liad borne like an incubus upon it, and I im- 
:.tigined I saw in my wife a great many good 
^alities. In fact, I now think that, had she 
Ibeen governed by principle, and continued 

in the <5©ur8e of conduct she now pursued 
. for a while, no better wife than she could 

have been found in all Maine. 

My business was upon my farm in the 

jsummer-; in the winter I was engaged in 

lumbering in the woods. I was prosperous, 
«.nd we neither of us could complain that 

we were not as much favored as any other 

persons in our condition in Ufe. 

In July, 1823, Mrs. Witham made me 

the happy father of a daughter. This was 

a boon of more satisfaction to me than would 

have been a mint of money. It bound me 

tser to its mother, and I felt that, by it, 
the niental suffering I had experienced 
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since my marriage was fully requited ; and 
I resolved I would never again allow the 
thought of separating from her to cross my 
mind if she continued to give as good evi- 
dence of a determination to do well as she 
had since we had lived by ourselves. 

It would have been a source of gratifica- 
tion to me could I have made more rapid 
advances in the acquisition of property than 
I did ; but, as it was, I could find no fault.^ 
Our daughter grew apace, and with its child- 
ish prattle rendered home to me, if it did not 
to its mother, almost an heaven upon earth. 
But alas ! the devil is too jealous of the hap*^ 
piness of man, always to allow woman to 
escape his snares. Mrs. Witham might have 
lived and died loving and beloved, in our 
httle paradise, instead of being an outcast ; 
and multiplying her own sorrow and the sor- 
row of all those early friends who would 
have thought it, a pleasure to minister to her 
happiness in this world, but her inclinations 
were too powerful to be controled by a^ 
moral considerations, and from this period 
she gave herself up to them. 
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That she m^ht not be destitute of assist- 
^ance and company during my absence in 
the winter, I employed a boy to live in my 
family. With his assistance she-was at first 
content, as a woman who had at heart the 
interest of her husband while he was striving 
to advance his fortune in a small way, should 
have been, and I was pleased with the appa- 
rent interest she took in all my plans for 
some time. But in the winter of 1824 and 
5, 1 was doomed again to suffer from her in- 
discretion, or rather perverse determination 
to bring disgrace upon me. She could not 
be content with the c(Hnpany of the boy 
alone, with whom during niy absence she 
had been satisfied, but concluded, without 
consulting me, that it would be profitable as 
well as pleasant to have a boarder, if one 
<^ould be found. She was not long in ob- 
taining one. The District Schoolmaster was 
the object of her desires, and she succeeded 
in inducing him to board with her. But, 
from some cause, he remained there but a 
few days, and Mrs. Witham lost his compa- 
jriy and her character together. 
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When I returned, my ears Were filled with 
reports respecting her and the schoolmaster. 
That she had been guilty of various improp- 
er acts in her intercourse with him, that he 
like Joseph, was obliged to flee from her. — 
These reports affected me, but, as I had be- 
fore suffered fr<Mn worse reports which she 
had persuaded me were false, and as I knew 
the schoolmaster to be a man of worth and 
character, I concluded that the safest and 
easiest course for me was to pay no atten- 
tion to them. 

It is true I was told that he went to the 
house of Wm. Titcomb, Esq., (a neighbor,) 
and informed him of certain singular facts 
respecting her. I concluded it would afford 
me no satisfaction to make any further in- 
quiries about them, and I allowed the story 
to pass unheeded. 

In the summer of 1825, Mrs. Witham be- 
came the mother of a boy. This addition 
to my family served more and more to attach 
me to it. I doated on my children, and, if, 
a thought now crossed my mind of sepaia- 
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ting myself from them, it was banished im- 
mediately. And what father is there, de- 
serving the nlBLme, who can look upon his 
of&pring, in their infant innocence, and al- 
low even a suspicion to enter his thoughts 
that the misconduct of their mother may ev- 
er be the means of driving him from them ? 

When, in the autumn of the year in which 
my second child was born, I looked upon 
the bountiful harvest with which a good 
Providence had seen fit to favor me — upon 
the improvements which had been made up- 
on my buildings — upon my small, but beau- 
tiful stock of cattle, — and reflected upon 
the fair prospect before me, in a worldly 
point of view, and then cast my thoughts 
upon my little fa];nily, I experienced a feel- 
ing of satisfaction which thousands upon 
thousands then rolling in wealth, well might 
have envied. Could my wife have experien- 
ced the same sincere satisfaction, and have 
always heeded the promptings of reason, 
this Uttle farm might now have been a large 
estate, and she might have been thinking 
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with much complaisance upon her happy 
lot in being its mistress and the mother of 
an affectionate and respectable family of 
children. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Another nifficolty. Mrs* VTitham's Manage* 
meiit« A Justice Trial* Uniiappiiiess* I>ii- 
grace* Removal to ]>oyerr 

There are people who are continually in- 
volving themselves and their friends in troub- 
le, which they might easily avoid, if they 
were governed by principle. Following the 
impulse of passion, withput for an instant 
casting a thought towards the consequences, 
ere they are aware, they find themselves in 
a situation from which they cannot easily 
recover. I sometimes thought that Mrs. 
Witham might be a person of this descrip- 
tion, and was disposed to look upon her oc- 
casional deviations from duty, as the result 
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of a natural infirmity beyond her control^ — 
But I am now about to relate occurrences 
which will place her character in a different 
aspect, and which involved me in misery. 

In the winter of 1825 — 6, I was absent 
from home about four months lumbering, on 
Dead River. This winter, although I was 
far from home, I could not but feel much 
pleasure when reflecting upon the Uttle fam- 
ily I had left there, and the severity of my 
toil was much lessened. But I little knew 
the scenes that were there being enacted*: 
that the wife of my bosom was disgracing 
herself, and rendering me and my children 
objects of compassion to my neighbors, by 
her unnatural conduct. 

When I left home I employed a lad some 
fifteen or sixteen years of age, by the name 
of Hiram Wetheren, to stay at my house 
during my absence, giving him the privilege 
of attending school. I had not been long 
absent when Mrs. W. became dissatisfied 
with him. It seems that he was not large 
enough to serve her purposes. Although 
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the labor to be done was so light that a much 
smaller boy could have easily performed it^ 
she was decided that Hiram was not suita- 
ble for her service, and she forthwith dis- 
charged him. But she had another person 
in view, who, she wajs satisfied would per- 
form the necessary duties in accordance 
with her ideas of correctness. He was a 
young man by the name of G , and un- 
doubtedly was well disposed. I do not 
know but when he went there, his haUts 
were in every respect correct. But he had 
not been long in he^ service before suspi- 
cions began to be rife in the neighborhood 
that all was not as it should be in my house. 
And here, I cannot forbear remarking that, 
in many country towns, people are inclined 
to keep watch and take good care of their 
neighbors' affairs. Indeed, it is sometimes 
difficult for the head of a family to correct 
his children, or perform some other necessa- 
ry domestic duty, without being watched by 
some half a dozen of friends, and either ad- 
vised by them as tb the course he should 
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pursue, or censured for the course he has 
pursued. It was my good fortune to be fa- 
vored with several of this class of agreeable 
neighbors, and my affairs were well attended 
to while! was at home, and particularly 
while I was absent. 

At this time, these (my neighbors) had so 
great a regard for my welfare that they de- 
termined to be satisfied whether their sus- 
picions were correct in regard to the con- 
duct of Mrs. W. with the young man ; and 
they kept watch about my house night after 
night, that they might have some evidence 
that these terrible surmises were or were not 
true. Whether, by this course, they did ob- 
tain such evidence, I have never been in- 
formed, but it had the effect to alarm Mrs. 
Witham, and, in her solicitude to keep the 
secret, she came very near revealing it. 

On one occasion she was visiting at her 
father's with the two children, and casually 
observed to her mother before a neighbor 
who was present, that, the night before, the 
little girl thought her father had got hamt 
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when she awoke in the night. Mrs. With- 
am's mother looked knowingly at Hannah, 
and winking at her, intending to warn her 
not to expose her frailty, asked her what 
she meant. She took the hint, and added 
that she had put the little girl into bed with 

G the night before, which was probably 

the reason of her thinking so. This waa 
thought to be a good turn at the time, but 
it confirmed the neighbors in the belief/ that 
her intercourse with the young man was not 
such as it should have been. 

At length she became so fearful that the 
reports would reach my ears, that she went 
before her father, who was then a sort of 

magistrate, and complained that G had 

so fsx forgotten his duty to her husband, and 
his respect for her reputation, as to allow 
himself to get into bed with her, (C) and 
wished him to take sc»ne measures to pun- 
ish him for this gross disregard of female 
honor. He listened to the complaint and 
proceeded to execute summary punishment 
upon the delinquent. I shall not attempt to 
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describe the whole course of the proceed- 
ings in this remarkable case, lest I should 
deviate from the facts ; suffice it to say, 

however, that G plead guilty to the 

charge, and threw himself upon the mercy 
c^ the Court ; this appeased his anger some- 
what, and in consideration of the circum- 
tianceer be imposed u fine of only five dol- 
lars, upon the payment of which he discharg- 
ed the delinquent. With this, as the Court 
was satisfied, Mr? W. was satisfied — a heavy 
burthen being removed from her shoulders, 
and G afterwards acknowledged that he 
was ssitisfied, for if the Court took into con- 
sideration the number of times he had been 
guilty of the same thing he must have al- 
lowed one ei^tieth part of the fine to be 
a sufficient compensation for each time ! 

But this was not all the disgraceful con- 
duct of which she was guilty during my ab- 
sence. She gave herself up, it would seem, 
to such other temptations as the arch enemy 
was pleased to place before her. Not con- 
tent with having disgraced her family and 
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having brought upon herself the contempt 
of her neighbors, she still further degraded 
herself by stealing from a house in the vi- 
cinity, the owner of which was absent for a 
few weeks, several articlesof v$due. When 
the owner returned he missed the articles, 
and in making search for them was inform- 
ed that Mrs. W. knew something relative to 
them, and, at length, obliged her to confess 
her guilt. But she did not confess without 
imploring him to conceal the whole matter 
from me. She feared that I should at this 
time carry my threats of leaving her into ex- 
ecution, if it came to my knowledge. 

The question may here arise in the mind 
of the reader, why a woman so r^[ardless of 
her husband's feelings, or her own character 
should care if he did leave her ? It is an 
apt question, I admit, but its answer I think 
is not difficult. She, in fact, cared nothing 
for me ; she knew that it would be aknost 
impossible to get a living in that part of the 
country^ if I would not support her ; so 
rather than starve^ she preferred to live with 
me. * 
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On my return in the spring, there was no 
time lost by my neighbors in giving me in- 
formation of the behavior of my wife. My 
first impulse was to leave her forthwith, with- 
out even asking of her an explanation of her 
c<mduct ; but when I thought of my chil- 
dren, I hardly knew where or what I was ; 
my mind became so distracted that for some- 
time I was incapable of coming to any de- 
cmon as to what course I should pursue. — 
To leave the woman who was every moment 
a curse to me, would have been a pleasure ; 
but th:e idea of leaving with her those sweet 
children, guilty of no crime, but liable to be 
educated in all their sinful mother's deprav- 
ity, was worse than that of death itself. — 
What could I do ? I consulted some of my 
friends, but they could not advise me as to 
any thing definite. They saw my perplexi- 
ty, and what they should do under the same 
circumstances they could not tell. 

At length, after my mind had become 
more calm, I concluded to investigate the 
whole affair, and I first applied to her for an 
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explanation of the reports, but she denied 
again and again that there was any truth in 

them. She said, however, that G did 

get into bed with her, but, that she was 
in any way to blame in the matter, she pos- 
itively denied. And in relation to the stol- 
en goods, she affirmed that the whole was 
an absolute falsehood ; and this she did 
with the Bible in her hand, as she did on a 
former occasdon, recollecting the eflfect which 
such a solemn act then had upon me. 

There was no way in which she could 
deny those reports, which she thought would 
produce conviction in my mind to which she 
did not resort. But it was of lio avail ; the 
evidence which I obtained from other sourc- 
es was so overwhelming that aught she 
could say served rather to aggravate than to 
diminish her guilt. 

Rozilla Moody, a girl fourteen or fifteen 
years of age, lived in my house a short time 
that winter. She was small, in size, and 
Mrs. W. probably thought her incapable of 
understanding all that took place in her 
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presence ; therefore she was not so guarded 
as she otherwise would have been. The 
consequence was, that every transaction of 
an unusual nature was borne on the wings 
of the wind in all directions. And it was 
by Rozilla's reports that the suspicions 
against her were strongly confirmed. 

On examining this girl, she was so clear 
in describing transactions, and adhered to 
her statements with such determination^ that 
I was forced to give them full credence, 
particularly as they were corroborated by 
circumstances. 

Upon a full investigation, I was establish- 
ed in the belief that all the reports concern- 
ing the last winter's proceedings in my fam- 
ily were less than the truth, and I resolved 
that, in some way or other, I would be sep- 
arated from that woman. On learning this, 
both her father and mother visited me, and 
exerted themselves to bring about a recon- 
ciliation. But I told them that to attempt 
any thing farther was useless, for hardly any 
earthly consideration would induce me long- 
F 
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er to risk my happiness with one whose ev- 
ery desire seemed to be to devise ways by 
which she could increase my misery. 

The only obstacle to an immediate de- 
parture, as I before remarked, was my chil- 
dren. For them I felt bound to make suit- 
able provision ; — ^for with their worthless 
mother, I would not have them remain. — 
That I should not succeed in finding some 
one that had sufficient pity for their condi- 
tion, who would take them and properly 
bring them up, did not occur to me. Imag- 
ine, then, my surprise, on inquir)', at finding 
no one, of all my good friends that had in- 
terested themselves so much in my wel- 
fare, who had not some serious objection to 
taking them. One dreaded difficulty with 
their mother ; another feared that something 
might happen to me by which he should be 
deprived of his pay ; and another thought 
they would be too much trouble! Thus 
was I baffled at every turn, and sometimes 
it occurred to me, that my wife and every 
other person I had before considered my 
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friend, were linked together to crush me. — 
But on reflection, I knew that it was human 
nature to sympathise with distress when it 
was attended with no sacrifice, and to keep 
aloof when substantial assistance was re- 
quired to* relieve it. 

The Hanson family saw my difficulty^ and 
thought they would make one more attempt 
t6 reconcile me to my wife, that I might not 
leave her ; and they exerted themselves to 
do away the impression, then existing in the 
-community, that she had been un&ithful to 
me. 

Their first movement was to get Rozilla 
to deny her statements concerning the last 
winter's iniquity ; and they sent for her to 
-go into their famil^ as help. Ignorant of 
their real intentions, she went. When she 
arrived, Mrs. Hanson, Mrs. Witham, and 
. several other members of the family, were 
prepared to force the girl to deny all she. had 
said relative to Mrs. W. But notwithstand- 
ing a close cross questioning, threatenings, 
.and various improper means adopted by 
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some of them, like a firm and virtuous girl, 
she persisted in the assertion that they were 
true. She was much frightened by the 
course adopted towards her by these persons; 
but she was so positive in her statements 
that they concluded to send her b^ck as she 
came. 

When Mr. Moody (RoziUa's father) heard 
of these procedings he was so enraged with 
Mr. Hanson, ths^t he reprimanded him se- 
verely ; upon which, Mr. Hanson told him 
he must acknowledge that he believed Ro- 
zillas' statements to be true. 

I have in my possession, affidavits of both 
Rozilla and her father, from which I will 
now give one or two extracts relating to cer* 
tain matters mentioned above. I will take 
from Rozilla's first. 

"In the winter of 1825 — ^6, I went to 
Mrs. Hannah Witham's (now Mrs. Kinney) 
to assist her in the house. Her family then 

consisted of herself, two children, S 

G , and myself; Mr. Witham being 

then in the woods, lumbering. I stayed 
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'with Mrs. Witham about a week. I was 
about fifteen years of age. One evening, as 
we sat before the fire, Mr. G was read- 
ing till about 9 o'clock, when he went out 
of doors. Mrs. Witham said to me, it is a 
good opportunity for you to go to bed. — 
The bed in which Mrs. Witham, myself, 
•and the children slept, was in this same room. 
I accordingly went to bed, not suspecting 
any thing wrong, and soon went to sleep. — 
In the course of the night I awoke, and 
found no person in the room with myself 
#but the children. I could see all over the 
room, as there was a good fire light. Young 
as I then was, I thought this strange, for I 
could not imagine where Mrs. Witham was, 
unless she was in the bedroom with Mr. 

G . There were then, I am confident, 

but two beds in the house. 

"While I was at Mrs. W's, in searching 
for some sand, by her directions, to use in 
scouring, I discovered a cheese secreted be- 
hind the chimney, with a small piece cut 
out. This was after William Witham's 
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house had been broken open^ and a cheese 
and other things taken therefrom. 

"In the summer following, I was sfent for 
to go to Esquire Hanson's. I went, and 
was questioned by him about the G af- 
fair, and told him the same in substance as 
I have above stated, and he said no more 
about it." 

The following is from the affidavit of Mr. 
Robert Moody : — 

"In a conversation with Nathan Hanson, 
I complained to him for getting Rozilla, my 
daughter, (now Mrs. Miles,) to his house, to 
try to injure her in the estimation of others, 
and he said he did not intend to do any 
such thing ; but he believed all she had said 
about the G affair was true*" 

The Hanson family treated me very kind- 
ly, but said no more to me about Hannah, 
or about my leaving her. I have no doubt 
but they would have felt it a mercy to them 
could she have been removed to another 
world, they had suffered such disgrace, and 
trouble, in every respect, from her miscon- 
duct. 
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Until I had discovered that no provision 
cotild be made for my children, which was 
more than a month after I left the woods, I 
had had no connection with my wife, and 
never should have had again, were it not for 
my disappointment in this matter. 

My children were to be taken care of, and 
as I was determined not to leave them un- 
provided for, I involuntarily, as it were, was 
obliged to remain. But I resolved that New 
Portland should no longer be my place of 
abode, and I began to cast about me for 
some place to which I could remove, and 
live without being harrassed by the reflec- 
tion that my family was a subject of constant 
<x>nversation. 

In the summer of 1826, I made a tour 
Eastward, with the intention of finding some 
place where I might establish myself in the 
tanninjg business, — that being an occupation 
by which, it was impressed upon my mind, 
I might better my fortune. In the course 
of my journey, I heard that there was a tan 
jard in Dover, then in Penobscot County, 
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(now in Piscataquis,) which might be ob- 
tained on reasonable terms. Here, I direct- 
ed my steps, and being pleased with the 
place, I made the purchase. My family and 
goods I removed thither in the winter of 
1826—7. 



CHAPTER V. 

First Residence in Dover. Mrs. W. gives some 
evidence of reformation* Relapses* Old Re- 
ports revived* She qjuarrels with the neigh- 
bors* Trouble in consequence* Mr* W* leaves 
her* 

It sometimes happens that a change of 
situation and of circumstances, produces a 
change in the habits of an individual, 
when every thing else fails ; and I thought 
it possible that Mrs. Witham might now 
have some ambition to elevate herself from 
the degradation to which she had fallen. — 
She had every inducement to do so. — 
She was far from the reports of her former 
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frailty. No blemish was attached to her 
character among her new acquaintances. — 
Some of the mpst respectable people of the 
town exhibited a disposition to be upon good 
terms with her ; and every one seemed to 
be pleased with her appearance At first 
her conduct was such that I could find no 
fault with her, and, although I had been 
made so miserable by her, I at length really 
began to hope that her reform would be per- 
manent. Her professions were always fair, 
and when they were confirmed by her prac- 
tice, how could I but hope ? My former 
affection for her, in a measure, returned, and 
I felt that there was happiness yet in store 
for me. 

For sometime she appeared to seclude 
herself from company, and to enjoy herself 
in her family ; but the novelty of her situa- 
tion, by and by, began to wear oflT, and she 
sought out the gossipping neighbors. She is 
not of that class of women whose ears are 
always shut and whose tongues are always 
still. H^r long silence, was nothing more 
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than the precursor of an eruption which re* 
vealed the vile elements which had been 
gathering in her bosom. She has well said 
in her book "that no difficulty took place 
with us on account of any ill success J^ — 
This is as true as any thing she has written. 
The difficulty was occasioned by the course 
of conduct she marked out for herself, and 
pursued with so much zeal. 

Her first act was to reveal the reports 
which had existed concerning her in New 
Portland, by accusing people there of en- 
deavoring to ruin her by malicious slanders* 
In the beginning, not much heed was paid 
to her accusations, except by the expression 
of a little sympathy for her when she made 
them ; but, eventually, she became so earn- 
est in her allegations, and they were of so 
singular a character, that people began to 
make inquiries relative to them. When this 
came to be the case, her former character 
was quickly made known, and my family 
were reduced to the dishonorable station 
they had possessed in New Portland. 
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Previous to our leaving New Portland, 
Mrs. Witham, Jn view of her past trans- 
gressionsy exhibited some marks of repent- 
ance ; professed to have met with a change 
of heart ; put on a good show of humility ; 
related her experience, and offered herself 
for admission to the Free Will Baptist 
Churdi. But the Pastor of this Church was 
too good a man, aud had too long been ac- 
quainted with the wiles of the devil, too sud- 
denly to overlook all her misdeeds, and she 
was rejected. (D.) This disappointment, 
however, did not give her much offense- 
It is true there was now and then a relapse, 
but in the main, she kept up the appear- 
ance of piety pretty well, until she found 
herself avoided in Dover. Then the mask 
was removed, and Vice, that 

^^Monster of so hateful mein, 

As tx> be hated, needs but to be seen," 

caxnf again to full view. 

When I found that the old reports were 
current in Dover, I became quite disheart- 
ened. I would have endeavored to put a 
stop to them, but I knew that all my exer- 
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tions would be of no avail ; and I made up 
my mind to live in the disgrace for which I 
supposed I was destined. I continued to 
live in this way for nearly two years, tor- 
mented continually by the gadding of my 
wife. Many things I witnessed in her con- 
duct which I repeatedly told her had a bad 
appearance ; and I finally threatened to de- 
sert her if she did not abandon them. But 
this was too old a story nov\^ to have any 
efFect, and she kept on as before. 

One evening, on my return from work, I 
was met by her with a complaint that she 
had recently heard that things were report- 
ed about her which were not true. That 
some of her neighbors had spread them to 
injure her, and that she was determined to 
put an end to them ; and she urged me to 
enlist in a warfare with her against them. — 
To this I objected, ifor I knew that whdjher 
the stories were true or false, there were 
enough which were true, and I had no de- 
sire to engage in a contest where I had ev- 
ery thing to lose and nothing to gain ; and I 
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told her that, in future, she must fight her 
own battles, without the expectation of any 
assistance from me. Upon this, she retort- 
ed, and I repUed by bringing up many of 
the old occurrences which had taken place, 
through her, in my family, to my injury, and 
her whole hfe and character were freely 
canvassed. The battle waxed warm be- 
tween us, and lasted nearly all night. 

She could not reply to instances of her 
misconduct which were brought forward, 
and she threatened to make way with her- 
self, for she would not live another week !— 
I expressed my approbation of her determi- 
nation, and a hope that if that were the case, 
I might once more enjoy happiness. But 
this was an angry threat ; though if it had 
been carried into execution, as it has prov- 
ed, I should not have been the only one ben- 
efitted. 

Mrs. Kinney has alluded, in her book, to 
assistance I received from her father. At 
this time he had two hundred dollars of my 
money in his hands, which he had received 
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on account of my farm in New Portland. — 
He sold it for three hwidred dollars, a third 
of which he had paid me in leather, at Mr* 
Joseph Southwick's, in Vassalborough, Me. 
The balance in his hands, I was much in 
need of, and I knew of no way to obtain it 
but by a lawsuit ; and it would have taken 
me a year to get it in this way. 

After the quarrel with Mrs. Witham, on 
that memorable night, I determined that, let 
the consequences be what they might, I 
would not longer remain with hen I would 
not tarry fcH* the money in the hands of 
Hanson, but with what I could get, aside 
from the leather and tools whidi I left with 
my family, I resolved to quit the country 
forever ; thoroughly convinced that nothing 
but misery was in store for me if I remain- 
ed. 

Seeing my determination, Mrs. Witham 
now urged and begged me to remain. With 
tears in her eyes, sh^ pleaded for herself, and 
for the children ; and renewed her pnHnises 
of future good behavior. But I had seen 
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too many of her crocodile tears, and heard 
too many of her hypocritical lamentations, 
to be swerved that time, from the course I 
had concluded to take. 

Having made every preparation for de- 
parture, not forgetting to leave a sufficient 
supply for the family for six months, at least, 
if used with proper economy, the time arri- 
ved when I was to part from them. When 
I bade my wife farewell for the last time as 
I thought, I must confess a pang shot 
through my heart, for she was my wife, and 
I once loved her ; but when I bade my lit- 
tle ones adieu, I thought my heart would 
break, indeed. The bitterness of this mo- 
ment I shall not attempt to describe. The 
bare recollection of it, at this late day, fills my 
eyes with tears. I left the friendless things 
with streaming eyes, but with a resolution 
that they should be provided for in a man- 
ner more for their benefit than they ever 
could be in their present situation. 

After I left Dover, I eventually found my 
way to Boston. Here I got into business, 

6 
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and was tolerably successful. But I could 
not keep my mind from reverting to my 
family.* Absence served, in a degree, to 
reconcile me to my wife, and I actually 
thought of sending for her and the children ; 
and I might, in that city, be able to prevent 
the history of her former course from being 
known. While I was revolving this in my 
mind, I received a letter from a friend, which 
confirmed me in my resolution to have no- 
thing to da with her. The letter was dated 
June 1830, and was, in substance, as fol- 
lows : — 

"Mr. W. WiTHAM — 

Dear Sir — ^Thmking it a duty I 
owe to you, I cannot refrain from informing, 
you of some of the reports that are in circu- 
lation about your wife^. It is reported that 
she has had improper conduct with twa 
men. One of them is H of this vil- 
lage ; and it is known that letters have pass- 
ed between them." 

* While in Boston, I sent Mrs. Witham for the famfly in 
Dover,two twenty and one ten dollar bills of theU. S. Bank 
— a barrel of flour and sereral other ralnable articles 3 I pro- 
vided for the family as well as I was abltf. 
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CHAPTER VL . 

Mrs. Witham's conduct in Dover. A sin^lar 
affair, and more singular Xjetters from her Fa- 
ther* Mer visit to New Portland, and occur* 
rences' there. Her return to Dover ; and her 
further conduct while in that place. 

In order to keep up the connection in her 
history, I shall now ststte such facts as have 
come to my knowledge relative to Mrs. 
Witham's conduct, after I left her in Dover. 
These facts are corroborated by testimony 
which cannot be refuted, or I should have 
here left her until a later period of her life. 

In May, 1839, Mrs. Witham's father 
wrote to a gentleman in the vicinity of Do^ 
ver, requesting that he would inform him if 
S G had been in that neighbour- 
hood within a few months then past, and 
what his business was, and where he put up. 
He thought he could obtain the information 
of Mrs. Witham. He had certain reasons 
for making the inquiry which he did not 

then wish to disclose. This S G 

was the person with whom she had had the 
H 
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law business in New Portland before her fa- 
ther, and the reader can well understand 
the reason why Mr. Hanson was so particu- 
lar and so secret in his inquiries. 

He also wished to know of this gentle- 
man the reported reason of my leaving my 
family. What the reply of the gentleman 
was I cannot now state, but presume he 
gave him the true answer. 

It was sometime after this that the rumor 
got afloat among the good people of Dover, 
prejudicial to the chastity of Mrs. Witham^ 
occasioned by her conduct while there. — 
People here, like some of the people in New 
Portland, it would seem, were possessed of 
a good degree of curiosity, and of a dispo- 
sition to meddle with their neighbors affairs 
if any capital, in the way of news, could be 
made of them, and they were not long in 
discovering that Mrs. W. had improper in- 
tercourse with H , the person mention- 
ed in the letter at the close of the last chap- 
ter. 

The stories, after a while, become so cur- 
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rent and contained so much of probabHity, 
that there were few people in Dover who 
did not give th^n more or less credit. But 
thejr did not reach their climax until the lat- 
ter part of the year 1829 and the former 
part of I83O5 when Mrd. Witham had gone 
to her father's in New Portland. 

In the spring of 1830, a young man made 
his appearance in Foxcroft — ^the village of 
which is only separated from that of Dover 
1^ the Piscataquis river — ^inquiring for one 
H., saying he had a letter from Mrs. Witham 
to him, which she had desired him to deliver 

intoH 's own hand. He was> directed 

to where he would probably find him* He 
went in search of him, but soon after re- 
turned to the store whare he had made the 
inquiry, and threw the letter upon the coun- 
ter saying he could not find him, and re- 
quested some one to give him the letter as 
soon as convenient. 

From the reports respecting these two 
persons, and the circiHnstances connected 
with this letter, as might be expectedj there 
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was much curiosity to ascertein its oontenta. 
It seems that no one dared to break the seal 
of the letter then, but in the careless hand- 
ling which it received it was delivered of its 
contents in a, manner as unexpected as it 
was gratifying to the inquintive people who 
handled it. A paper dropped from the let* 
ter, of whidh the following is a true «opy , in 
Mrs. Witham's hand writing. 

^^SiB — ^It has often been urged by you, 
that the wamii temperament of youth rend- 
ers it next to impossible to adhere strictly to 
the cold precepts of tigid chastity ; and, 
therefore, that a few almost unavoidable de- 
viations from right ought not to be reckoned 
wi'th those odious vicestwhich have been sqb- 
jects of animadversion. You grant that the 
^strong propensities of nature may in some 
d^ree, extenuate the criminality of indul- 
gence ; but it is my opinion that many can 
testify that, by resolute abstinence from il- 
licit pleasures, the passions may be brought 
under the easy dominiw of reason, while 
gratification is perpetvally adding fuel to the 
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fire, till health/ reputation, peace of mind, 
and every innocent and rational enjoyment 
-^a« consumed in the Aflame; and not only 
that, but those painful reflections which ne^ 
cessarily result from a consciousness of hav- 
ing broken tbe Divine laws, and the right 
Tute of reason ; of having wantonly abused 
*oar talents and the gift which an indulgent 
Providence has bestowed on us ; and of es- 
sentially injuring our connections, and soci- 
ety in general. 

"The situati(»i of her whose trembling 
hand now scribbles, is eixtremely painful* — 
iShe whose circumstances are now unknown 
to all, devises and plans.means and ways to 
keep them so ; but th« time is not far dist- 
ant when people must know what they are 
not, as yet, in the least suspicious of^ 

*^On my arrivd ?at this place, I met with 
an uncle of mine, who ybluntarily offered to 
take my children and bring them' up well ; 
and he is able to give them a good educa- 
tion, and do well by them, and I expect, as 
soon as the ground settles, to go to Port- 
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land and stay a number of months, and 
hope all ;will remain a profound secret.-^ 
My father 4nd all of my friends advise me 
to think no more of the man who has left 
me in sucii a thoughtless nianner--^^nd you 
must think I have many things to think of, 
and no person to whom I dare speak or 
converse with ; sometimes I am hardly ca- 
pable of knowing what I am about. 

When nature in her bloom doth smile 
Shall I go niOQxmng all the while ? 
I will recite all mournful thoughts, 
Call nature in With all her 4rts. 
Tou may etpect from what. I Ve mid 
Mine is a heart that's filled with dread ; 
My thoughts are wavering as the wind, 
The|?e is a cause, so I n^ust end." 

Adieu* 
I have the original of this document now 
in my possession, and have carefully com- 
pared the writing with that of Mrs. With- 
am, and have no kind of doubt that it is 
her's. The envelope, containing this pa- 
per, was afterwards broken open, and found 
to contain no other writing whatever. It 
was directed to H- * ' 
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After this document was made public, it 
^chanced to fall into the hands of a gentle- 
man of the vicinity, a friend of Mr. Hanson, 
who considered it his duty to inform him 
what had occurred, and to forward him a 
copy. Afterwards he received from Mr. 
Hanson, the following letter in reply. 

^^New Portland, 5th July, 1830. 

"Sir — ^In haste I sit down to write you a 
few lines. Should have written before in 
^answer to yours in which came the copy, 
t>ut have been waiting to see how things 
nvould turn. Hannah mistrusted, soon after 
I received yours, what had taken place, al- 
though I did not intend that any one, even 
•of my own family, should know of it ; and 
put the letter where I thought no one could 
get it. Yet I found out that she had got it 
and read it, I should think about six weeks 
ago ; and about that time, or just before she 

^ot mine, she received one from H , 

"who wrote that it had been intimated to 
him, there, that she had Bent him a letter, 
;and that it had been kept from him by some 
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person. She shbwed me the letter from 

H -, and at the same time I got mine 

from you, and the copy and read it to her* 
She then declared, and still stands to it, that 
she never wrote it. I then privately carried 

them to my daughter R , who married 

Dr. V , and got her to put them in her 

trunk, that Hannah could not get them ; — 
for she had threatened to get them and de 
stroy them. Not long since she took an op- 
portunity, when R was gone out, and 

went in and opened her trunk, and took 
them out and said she had burned them ; — 
but since that I found out that she had not 
destroyed the one I had from you ; and she 
told a certain person who told me, that she 

meant to keep that and give it to H ^ 

and that it should cost you and I $500. I 
have since got it from her. She has for 
some time been telling that she wanted to 
go to Dover and that she would go if she 
went afoot. I have frequently told her that 
she had better keep away from there, and 
that I should not provide any way for her 
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«to go. Last Thursday she went tp Mr, J's, 
mbout 1' 1-2 miles, as she said, to weaire a 

-web fof herself and R-^ . The next day 

*she came home und got a^ bundle of her 
^clothes ; and Saturday night there came a 
•boy that lives at Mr. I's, and carried off an- 
other bundle. That was the last timie I 
«heard from her till this morning a young 
man told me he saw her Saturday night at 
*Mr. John Gray's, in Embden, 14 miles, on 
her way to Dover. How she got there I 
donH know, nor where she is going. If you 
see her, I wish you to be careful about 
^what you say to her, and pay little or no at- 
tention to what she says to you. Don't 
'ha:tbor her or trast her on my account, for I 
shall not send Sot her, nor pay any expenses 
H>n her account, for she, notwithstanding I 
^ent for her and the children out of pity to 
them, has caused me more trouble since she 
has been here, than all that ever I experien- 
ced in my life. I expect, if she can see 

<H , that there wifl be trouble if it is pos^ 

,sible that they can make it. I want you to 
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keep that letter till I s^e you by all means. 
The whole business respecting the letter 
would have been kapt within my family, af- 
ter she got it the iirst time, if she had not 
told of it herself. Notwithstanding she was 
so base in the first place, and secondly to 
get the letter as i^ke dad, I charged her for 
her own credit sake to keep it where it was, 
yet she must leak it out* 

'^Keep every thing within due bounds 
till I see you, 

"Yours very truly, 

"NATHAN HANSON.'^ 

As confirmation of what I have, said in 
regard to my disposition to send for my 
family to come to Boston, at the close of tb& 
fifth chapter, I will here introduce a letfer 
from Mr. Hanson to the same gentleman to 
whom he wrote the former letter, rekitive to 
an act of mine at the time. This tetter is 
evidence of another fact, viz : — ^that Mr. 
Hanson was exceedingly anxious to get that 
troublesome woman off his hands, and as 
far from him as possible* 
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"New PoiiTLAND, 15th July, 1830. 
"Sir — Yours of the 9th came to hand by 

Mr. P ; and I would just observe that 

Ihere came a letter to my office the next 
Monday after Hannah left here Saturday, 
from Witham to her. He stated that he 
thought of giving her an ini^itation to go to 
Boston in the fall, and that he was in the 
trucking business and was doing well. He 
wrote as though he was anxious to see her 
and the children, and that he intended to 
provide for them as soon as possible ; and I 
ikope he will, and that she will keep on tiM 
:8he gets there with him, since she has gone 
-off in the way she has ; and hope no one 
-will be so unwise as to injure their feelings 
towards each othen She has been a con- 
tinufld source of trouble to me ever «ince 
soon after she came home. I have had to 
encounter difficulty with Hiy wifeon her ac- 
count, ivhich has made my trouble igreater. 
I want you to inform me as soon as <x>nven*- 
ient what arrangements she makes there, 
and how she progresses in her undertaking 
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I should have sent the letter from her hus- 
band, to her, if I had known where she was.. 
"Yours, in haste, truly, 

"NATHAN HANSON." 

It was about the time this letter was writ- 
ten that I received the letter, at the close of 
the chapter next preceding this, which 
changed my determination to send for Mrs. 
Witham* 

From the letter written by Mrs* Witham 
to H — —, accidentally made public in Do- 
ver and Foxcroft, it will be understood that 
while she was in New Portland in 1830, she 
was in an exceedingly delicate situation ; — 
and so in fact it proved, if affidavits in the 
Appendix are to be believed. (C) — (F) — 
(H)-(J) 

From these it appears that Mrs. W. while 
at her father's was delivered of a child ; — 
that she took great pains to conceal the fact 
that she was pregnant ; and that it was sup- 
posed she took medicine which produced 
an abortion ; that the child was thrown into 
the stream, and that this was one of the 
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causes of the difficulty between her and her 
father. 

Other facts appear in those affidavits 
showing that she was a most unnatural 
daughter. What woman, who was not lost 
to all sense of decency, — to say nothing of 
that natural delicacy which is peculiarly the 
property of woman — ^would so degrade her- 
self as to charge her father, in the presence 
of her mother-in-law, with an unnatural 
crime, to alienate them from each other ? (D) 

Mrs. Witham left New Portland for Do- 
ver, about the first of July 1830. The in- 
ducements to return to that place must have 
been strong indeed, for she started on foot, 
and allowed no obstacle to retard her pro- 
cess. After she had gone about one mile 
on her journey^ she came to a stream of 
considerable size, called the Seven Mile 
Brook. The water iirthe stream was about 
four feet in depth, and the current was ex- 
ceedingly rapid. How she crossed it alive 
in the way she did, is wonderful. No boat, 
or assistance of any kind was at hand ; she 
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heeded it not, but committed herself to the 
water, and at length reached the other side. 
But notwithstanding the exertions she must 
have undergone in fording this stream, and 
her uncomfortable situation afterward, they 
had no effect to keep down those passions 
which had been her ruin ; for she had not 
proceeded more than a mile from the brook, 
if report speaks truth, before an opportunity 
for their indulgence occurred^ of which she 
took advantage. 

By an affidavit it appears that Mrs. W. 
said «oon after she left New Portland, that 
«he was on her way to Dover to see a friend 
who was going to assist her to money, that 
she might go to Boston. The deponent 
«ays that the last she heard of her after she 
left her house, she was ^^n horseback with 
a man." 

Her next stopping place, that I have any 

account of, was at Mr. G 'sin Embden, 

«ome twelve miles on her journey. While 
there, from some circumstances and her 
conversation, Mrs. G^ had suspicions 
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that all was not right with her. Of her 

own accord she stated to Mrs. G that 

her step-mother had accused her of having 
a child at her house, and that it was not a 

fact. But Mrs. G was satisfied^ from 

her appearance, that it was true. 

From this place she was conveyed about 
twenty five miles, for which she paid the 
person who carried her, a shawl ; and from 
here she went to Dover, about twenty miles, 
on foot I 

Shortly after her arrival at Foxcroft she 

had an interview with H . On the next 

day she was with him, at his place of busi- 
ness, a long time. She tarried some days 
in Dover and Foxcroft, and was much in 
the streets. She exhibited a good deal of 
boldness in public, and was ait object of de- 
rision and contempt wherever she went. — 
She was shunned by every person of respec- 
tability, and the good people of those towns 
thought themselves well rid of her when 
she departed. 

Her whole conduct while in Dover, after 
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the first few months of our residence there, 
had been so disgraceful that I do not won- 
der at the treatment she received from the 
people. I knew something of her wicked- 
ness while in that place, but I presume I 
knew very little of it. Every short time 
some new fact comes to my knowledge 
which adds to the baseness of her character. 
Since I commenced this account of her con- 
duct, a gentlemen of respectability has giv- 
en me an affidavit containing some facts 
relative to her base conduct of which I did 
not before dream. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Mrs. TTitham leaves Dover* Imposes upon aik 
old Gentleman in Bangor. By fldse state- 
ments obtains assistance from my friend*"**- 
Goes to Boston* 

After leaving Foxcroft and Dover, Mrs. 
W. went to Bangor on her way to Boston. 
I presume she obtained the funds with 
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which to pay the expenses of her journey 
from her particular friend in Foxcroft; — 
though they were probably of so small an 
amount that she considered it nfecessary to 
husband them well, that she might not want 
before she reached her place of destination. 
She called on a respectable old gentleman 
in Bangor, and informed him that his son, 
who lived in Dover, had requested her to 
call at his house and make it her abode 
while in that place. When this gentleman 
came to know the truth, he found he had 
been entertaining a woman with whom his 
son did not speak, and thought a disgrace 
to have any communication witli whatever. 
Her kind host, however, makes the best of 
being thus imposed upon, and tells the story 
with a good deal of humor. 

While in B€mgor, Mrs. W. called on a 
friend of mine, (Mr. S. True) and, with her 
usual tact, persuaded him to assist her. — 
She represented to him that I was in Bos- 
ton, sick with a fever, and had sent for her 
to visit me. He, of course, supposed her 
J 
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stateiMnts were true, and procured her a 
passage to Boston. Her representations 
were all false^as my friend has since discov- 
ered. 

% such means^ did the present Mrs. Kin- ' 
ney get herself from the then last scenes of 
her disgrace to the recent theatre of acts 
such as m^t be eiqpected frook a woman 
whose previous life had been a constant 
scene of dissimulation, dissoluteness^ thiev- 
ing and fraudi. 



CHAPTER VIH. 

Kts. Witliam'8 Ant appearance in Boston.— » 
Her account of the cause of her going there. 
The K^aravan Man/ Mr. Witham's llrst 
Idiowledge of her in Boston* Their comrer- 
satton. Her tseatment o€ htm* Their final. 



I have now arrived at the period when 
Mn. Witham made her appearance in Bos- 
Ion for the first time. Hev acomut of the 
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cause of her going there is very concise. — 
She says that her father kept a pubKc house 
in New Portland. "A gentleman stopped 
there, who was travelling from Boston. My 
father made some inquiries, and learned that 
Mr. Witham, it was supposed, was a single 
man. This conversation prompted me to 
come to Boston to see what our prospects 
reaHy were." Thereby hangs a tale. 

This "gentleman," I have reason to be- 
lieve, was the "Caravan man" referred to in 
the affidavit of Nathan Thomas, (F.) with 
whom she had a nocturnal acquaintance, 
and who permitted her to take from his fin- 
ger, during their acquaintance, a ring. But 
I will not>go further into the details of this 
singular transaction. From her father's 
letter, and from her statement to my friend 
iti Bangor, I am inclined to think the reader 
will hardly be able to gather enough upon 
which to found a belief that her reasons 
for visiting Boston were such as she gives. 

Sometime in July 1830, while at my 
work in Boston, some one informed me that 
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there was a woman in Charlestown who 
called herself my wife. Well recoUectiiig 
that there was once such a person in exist- 
ence, who had been to me the cause of more 
misery than I had suffered from all things 
else, I was thunderstruck at the information* 
I could hardly think that she would have 
the impudence to follow me in this manner : 
and I could account for it in no other way 
than that she had repented of her misdeeds, 
and had sought me out to acknowledge her 
faults, and again obtain my favor* Impress- 
ed with this idea, I left my Work and repair- 
ed to Charlestown. In the Post Office I 
met with Mrs. Witham. I addressed her 
very coolly, and inquired her reason for 
coming there. She replied that she had 
come to see me, for she had suffered such 
ill treatment at her father's, and at other 
places in Maine, that she could not stay 
there any longer. I inquired if she expect- 
ed to live with me again ? Her reply was 
in the affirmative. I then repeated to her 
the contents of the letter I had received rel- 
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ative to her conduct while in Dover, and 
told her that I should never live with her 
again. Upon this she fell to crying and de* 
nying the truth of the story, until I could 
not resist a feeling of pity, although I was 
satisfied that her denial was absolutely false. 

At this time she was indeed in a woful 
condition. Her clothes were hardly decent, 
and she was entirely destitute of ^ means to 
support herself ; but she was still my wife, 
and I could not see her suffer, and I told 
her I would obtain her a boarding pbce un- 
til she could find a passage back to Maine. 
I succeeded in getting her into a female 
boarding house in Charlestown for a short 
time. Shortly after this, I foun4 a packet 
in which she might return to Maine, as she 
had agreed to do, and I furnisihed her with 
money and clothes to the amount of sixteen 
dollars and upwards, to pay her expenses, 
and told her never to look to me again for 
assistance, for, as she now had good reason 
to believe, I was resolved to have nothing 
more to do with her. 
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About a week after I first saw her in 
Charlestown, the person with whom I had 
engaged her board, called upon me while I 
was at my work in Boston and demanded 
payment of his biH tip to that fime, and re- 
quested noe to take my wife away immedi- 
ately. The bill I paid, but i had scarcely 
any conversation with the man, for I feared 
from his appearance that she had been guil- 
ty of some outrageous conduct while at his 
house, therefore I feared to ask hka any 
questions concerning her. 

My feelings were a good deal agitated at 
this occurrence^ but every additional trans* 
action which I had with reference to that 
ivoman served to confihn me in the determi- 
nation I had formed, to leave her to follow 
the bent of her own inclinations. When 
she had obtained the money and clothes, she 
informed me that she had no intention of 
returmng to Maine, but had concluded te 
remain in Boston. I told her that as I had 
lost aB confidence in her word, I should not 
trouble my«elf about her, in future. UpoR 
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this she replied that she cared not for my 
assistance, that she could take care of her- 
self — ^that if she could not in one way she 
could in another. This I knew full well 
from bitter experience, and I also knew that 
aught I could do for her would not prevent 
her from resorting to that other way, whethr 
er for gain or for gratification ; and all feel^ 
ing of pity for her was, at this parting, ban- 
ished from my bosom. 

Some days after she had made known to 
me her determination not to return to 
Maine, I was walking in Purchase Street^ 
and was stopped by a lady, who appeared 
lo be a good deal interested in Mrs. With- 
am, and who wished to know about the dif- 
ficulty between myself and her, and the 
reason of our not hving together. I thought 
it best to keep my own counsels, therefore I 
gave no answer to the inquiry, save that I 
should never again live with her. The lady 
spoke in her favor, and expressed a wish 
that I might be induced to change my de- 
termination ; but I told her that I knew her 
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fiur better than. ^e could, and that my de- 
eitton was final. I coukl not wonder that 
Ifirs. W. had deceived this lady, who knew^ 
nothing of her paM history, when she had 
for years made me^ who had opportimity 
upon (^pprtunity of knowing her thorough"^ 
ty, her dupe ; and I felt that this lady was: 
hit one of many whose feelings would be: 
en&sted in her &Tor by her arts. 

But, notwithstancfing Mrsi Witham's full 
knowledge of my^ resdution to have no fur- 
dier connection with her, she was not per- 
suaded but that, by artful joaanaeement, she 
oight .occeed m4i« entmpph^me r and 
riie took an opportunity when I was sick of 
a fever, to put in exercise her remarkable 
talents for the purpose. She appeared in 
my room, apparently overcome with grief at 
my situation, and with tears streaming dowa 
her cheeks, begged permission to nurse and 
take care of me* This apparent kindness,, 
although I weD knew it was fe^ed, came 
very near overcoming my resolution. All 
her former ads of kindness rushed into my 
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mind at ornse, and came near obscuring en* 
tirely,. the base miiKleeds of which she had 
heea guilty. But, fortunately, my feelings 
4id not completely conquer my reason, and 
I .fiummonied resolution to tell her, plainly, 
ithat I could not receive any assistance from 
3ier. It was doubtful, at this time, whether 
1 should recover from my illness ; but my 
*detemiination was unalterably fixed, never 
to receive aught at her hands, forgive her 
though I might. She left me suffused in 
tears. Her tarry was about fifteen minutes ; 
and this was the last conversation with her 
I ever had. I have ^een her once since, 
and my piersonal acquaintance with her con- 
duct then ended. 

TTie account I have above given, relative 
to our meeting and separating while in Bos- 
Ion, is the truth. Nothing material occur- 
red there between us than what I have rela- 
ted. The statement which she has made 
in her Book, relative to our conversation, is 
incorrect ; and the certificates she has pub- 
lished therein, purporting to be subscribed 
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by me, are base forgeries. I have seen the 
original of these certificates since their pub* 
lication, and others have compared them 
with my hand writing for ten years past, — 
the result of the comparison will be seen hy 
the certificates in the Appendix, marked (T.) 



CHAPTER IX. 

Mr. Witham leaves Boston* A lietter. Her 
goes to Bangor. Takes some steps towards 
olytaining a divorce. Is informed that Bin* 
Witham has obtained a divoree. By advice^ 
Jllr. W. then stays proceedings* Mrs* With^ 
am's tact* 

When I had partially reg&dned my health, 
I left Boston for my father's house in Maine, 
where I remained until I had fully recorer- 
ed. While at my father's, I addressed a 
letter to a gentleman in the yicinity of Do- 
ver, who, I supposed, would know some- 
thing of Mrs. W's misconduct while there, 
(which I did not) for such facts as he might 



UF£ OF IfRS. HAimAH KIKHST. 73 

liave in his possession respecting it. In re- 
ply he sent me the following letter :— - 

"October 13th, 1830. 
"Dear Sir — ^I received your letter of the 
Sd inst., stating you had heard many unfa- 
"vorabte reports about your wife, &c., and 
that a letter* was written from her to H — , 
•&C., and wishing me to send you the letter. 
I have the letter in her hand writing in my 
possession now, and shall keep it until I see 
70U. There have been bad reports about 
jour wife, and I think they are true. If I 
could see you one hour I could put you in 
a way very much to your interest. 

"In haste, yours, &c." 

After I left my father's I went to Port-* 
land, where I remained about a yew. From 
Portland I came to Bangor, (my present 
place of residence,) in 1831. I have not 
since been at Boston, and, of course, have 
not known much respecting Mrs. W's con- 
duct while there. 

*The letter aUfidtd to it tbc anooymons letter ia Clum- 
t«r VI. ' ^^ 
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After I came to Bangor, I consulted 
Counsel upon the subject of obtaining a di- 
VQjrce from Mrs. Witham ; and it was not 
until I had obtained an Order of Notice,, 
that I heard that she had taken any steps toe 
effect the same thkig in regard to me. — 
The first information that I had- of this, waa 
that she had obtained a decree of divorce I 
I presume that her Order of Notice was:: 
published in the newspapers, which is prob- 
ably the reason of my not having been ap- 
prised of her movements in the matter, no 
personal notice was ever given me, and a 
Decree of Divorcee was made without my 
having any opportunity, to refute the charg- 
es on which it was obtained. The. Court, 
doubtless, acted properly in the business ; — 
but the testimony, given to substantiate the 
charges was false, and was obtained in a way 
in which a person of Mrs. Kinney's charac- 
ter would be likely to obtain it. But not- 
withstanding the unfair means which were 
resorted to to obtain this decree, I could 
not but feel glad that I was liberated from 
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the dei^troyer of my happiness, at "whatetver 
price. It was not a pleasant reflection 
that I had been adjudged, by the highest 
tribunal of the Commonwealth of Massachu* 
setts, to be guilty of an act of which I was 
innocent, but I was rdieved from most of 
the pain which accompanied it, by the coun- 
ter reflection that the loss of characterwhich 
I might sufier in consequence was^ in fact, 
gain. 

The whole course acfopted by Mrs. Kin- 
ney, in her Book, to injure me, is evidence 
of the exquinte tact which she possesses. — 
'She always made it a study how to enlist 
-sympathy in her favor, and prejudice against 
one she hated or feared, when she pleased, 
and she here proves thatfihe has not studied* 
in vain. 

"I lived a retired 3ife," she says. *'I 
*know that in all such cases, more or less of. 
censure attached to both parties. I did not, 
nor do I now, wish to implicate any person. 
I merely wish to show the doings of the 
Court, and the letters left wdth me. The 
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idea that the man from whom I was divor- 
ced, was father to my children, was enough 
to make me silent. * * * To make 
the subject one for conversation, is what I 
have always tried to avoid — for the reason 
where there is no fuel, there the fire goeth 
out. It was evident that, at that time, my 
feelings on the subject were like the still 
current that flows on enclosed by a cold, 
deep body of ice, unaffected by the charms 
that the world holds out for our enjoyment. 
This state of mind was easily perceived by 
those with whom I was conversant," Then 
follows her first acquaintance with Mr. Kin- 
ney. 

Now, is there any better way, I ask the 
* reader, which she could have adopted to 
enlist sympathy in her behalf, or to excite 
prejudice against me, than this. 

The impression received is, that she is a 
saint, almost a martyr, to persecution receiv- 
ed at my hands ; that she suffers in silence, 
unaffected by the charms of the world, and 
that she wishes not to utter a word of re* 
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proach against the person who was the cause 
of all her misery ! 

From her previous history, as I have de- 
tailed it, I think the course she has adopted 
will bo attributed to different motives from 
those to which she would have it. With 
what enthusiasm does she speak of Mr. 
Kinney, when she gives the account of their 
fost acquaintance. ^^Unaccustomed as I 
was to the ways and manners of the city, 
Mr. Kinney was to me a valuable friend — 
such ^n one ds the best person on earth 
would not blush to own." By her affecta- 
tion of unhappiness, and her modesty in re- 
gard to its cause, she succeeded in enlisting 
his feelings in her favor, and he became her 
dearest friend ! This was before her mar- 
riage to Mr. Freeman ; and she had no fe- 
male friend to whom she could confide her 
griefs^ but must unfold her overflowing 
heart to a man — a young man, who, but a 
short time before, was at stranger I 
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CHAPTER X. 

JIfrs* Kinney's account of her acquaintance 
with Kinney and Freeman, examined* Her 
contradictions* 

There is an attempt by Mrs. Kinney to 
throw an air of romance about the transac- 
tions between herself and Kinney and Mr. 
Freeman, previous to her marriage with the 
latter person ) and, at first thought, many 
readers may very naturally imagine her a 
wonderful heroine. But when they read 
her account carefully, the flimsy net-work 
that she has thrown over it will not prevent 
their seeing something very singular in the 
whole aSair. 

After her first acquaintance with Kinney, 
which one would think was tainted with a 
little of the tender passion, she seems to 
have given herself up to his tutelar care, — 
considering him a sort of guardian, — until 
«he saw her cousin Freeman. With him 
«he suddenly become so enamored that she 
can hardly find language to express her feel- 
ings ; and poor Kinney, disappointed, de- 
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spairing lover as he was, was left to shift for 
himself, aiid to utter his useless complaints, 
Teceiving from her the usual amount of he- 
roine sympathy for his doleful situation ! — 
Let us examine the story, and see its con- 
sistency. 

About the hst of July 1332, she maxfe 
her first visit to Lowell with Kinney. When 
she anived in Lowell, she was informed by 
her brother, that Mr.. Freeman was there, 
upon which she insisted she would see himb. 
This- determinaition appears to have alarmed 
the Ip¥e<-sick Kjnney, and he endeavcnred to* 
(fissuade her from canyingit intoefiect, but 
she would not be dissuaded, whether F. was: 
a married man or not, for she had not 
thought of marrying again ! And she saw 
him. 

Although she had not seen' her cousm for 
fifteen years before, she recognized him 
"very quickly.'' '*It was an introduction,"^ 
she says,^ "to a happy hviipmf^fd acqnunt- 
ance. It had been eleven years since I re- 
ceived hb last letter. I had always cher- 
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ished an agreeable rememberanoe of him. — 
His letters, too, were calculated to make 
impressions which time or distance could 
Tuver remove. * * Directly after I arri- 
ved, he asked me where my husband was — 
if he was dead ? I replied, with a painful 
heart, /^more than dead to me.'' He was 
too much overcome, ill in health as he was, 
to converse on the subject. I was also 
deeply affected. He wished me not to think 
of returning that night, and the family where 
he boarded invited me to stop till morning. 
Mr. Kinney was sent for, and was also invi- 
ted to stop till morning. The next day I 
found myself much more composed, and my 
cousin better. I then gave him a brief his- 
tory of the past. He was much affected. — 
"Have you forgotten," said he, "the last let- 
ter I ever wrote you ?" How could I an- 
swer? Irephed, 

"How can I but remember that which it 
is impossible to forget ? Although, in one 
sense of the word, forgotten for years, yet 
it lives again with feelings unutterable." 
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She was solicited to make a visit here, 
but she and Kinney thought it was not best. 

"I proposed to return," she proceeds ; — 
"as I was about to leave, Mr. Freeman in- 
sisted on a promise that I would return — 
and, as I left him, I said, 

«I will return." 

"On our return to Boston, Mr. Kinney 
said much that made me unhappy. There 
was in Kinney a superiority of mind which 
few attain by birth or education. * # * 
The tenderness of his heart, his ready, ac- 
tive benevolence, and his sympathy with 
misfortune were trsuts in his character spok« 
en of by every body who knew him. Much 
as Mr. Kinney had done to restore me to 
my usual cheerfulness ; much as I respected 
him, and under deep obligations as I was to 
him for the thousand acts of kindness he 
had bestowed upon me, I could net wish to 
marry him, although I encouraged him that 
my mind might be changed in that fespect, 
as time would probably alleviate the sensi- 
tiveness of my feelings on the subject of the 

M 
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sorrows through which I had passed. / WiM 
truly effected on being confident of the in- 
terest these hopes had taken in his heart, 
which I was not aware of tUl my return 
from Lowell. I had promised to go back 
to Lowell, and he knew it. He knew, too, 
my friend's feelings when I left. He told 
me to go, and ordered a fioach to come to 
the door to take me back to Lowell. It 
was the kindlier feelings of his nature that 
prompted him to do it. How could I but 
respect such a character ? It was with a 
heavy heart that I left him. I had a deep 
interest in his happiness. It was destroy- 
ing my own happiness to witness the unhap- 
piness of another." 

Now, this is all very romantic, perhaps, 
and perhaps it is not. It strikes me that all 
high-minded, but disappointed lovers, have 
aforetime been treated in the same manner, 
by the lovely objects of their affections, if 
those veritable histories, called novels, are to 
be believed. But there is sometimes a great 
difference between facts actual and facts re- 
lated, as will be seen in this case. 
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If we pass from the passage above, (cop- 
ied from the 9th and 10th pages of her 
book,) to the 20th and 21st, we shall 
find some little discrepancy in her state- 
ments. 

On the 20th page is a letter from Kinney 
to her father, dated August 17, 1832, Qot 
nearly a month afler she first went to Low- 
ell, from which I extract the following. 

"Perhaps you are aware that I wrote you 
a line about six months since. At that time 
I had much interest in the welfare of Han- 
nah, but did not dare to indulge it, for I 
feared she would never think of changing 
her situation. Those feeUngs I kept aloof, 
waiting for time to accomplish all — trusting 
to him who holds the destiny of all creation 
in his hands. Since I wrote you, I have 
conversed with Hannah much upon the sub- 
ject, and have thought the time might come 
when we might be one. Hannah expressed 
some feelings simUar to those in a letter t0 
you some time since, as she told me, to 
which she has received no answer, though 

N 
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she has long and anxiously looked for one, 
with an expression of your feelings on the 
subject. She has delayed writing again. 
* * * She wished I might write you, 
and I felt it a duty I owe all concerned, for 
I did not wish her friends to think I was 
disinterested." 

Between this letter airf the reply of her 
father, the following remarks of her's inter- 
vene : — 

"I had written my father on the subject 
before I went to Lowell. I wished some 
advice from him ; but, as he had given some 
advice before, he did not wish to give it in 
this case decidedly." 

In Mr. Hanson's reply to Kinney, he." 
says, "if you should think best that a con- 
nection take place between you, I have no 
objections." He says that he received the 
letter to which Kinney referred. 

Aside from all other knowledge of a per- 
son, who puts a book before the public as a 
true history of occurrences, what opinion 
can be entertained of her veracity who can- 
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not make her statements hang together for 
ten pages in course ? Mrs. Kinney says in 
one place that she was not aware of the 
deep root Kinney's hopes had taken in his 
heart, until her return from LoweU, and 
that she could not wish to marry him. In 
another place she says she had written her 
father upon the si^ject of marrying Kinney 
before she went to Lowell, And it appears 
from Kinney's letter it was months before ! 

This shows how extremely careful those 
persons should be who attempt to deceive 
the public in this manner, lest the evidence 
of their iniquity some where peep out Had 
she suppressed these two letters, which ap- 
pear to be foisted into the book tor no other 
purpose than to enkige its dimensions, her 
departure from the truth in this instance, 
m^ht not have been discovered. 

But the evidence which she herself offers 
of her inability to adhere to the truth is not 
the only«evidence of her destitution of prin- 
ciple at the time of her acquaintance with 
Mr. Freeman* I have before me a letter 
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written by a person* who was miich in her 
family, (and had a good opportunity of 
knowing her conduct,) to a friend, which 
confirms it, if confirmation be necessary^ — 
The letter is dated Boston, Feb. 7th, 1840, 
\ and contains the foSowing : — 
'- "I will now try to tell you a little what 
Mrs. Kinney's prooeediofs have been since 
I came to Boston. When I 'came here she 
was kept oy a Mr. Kinney ; and not long 
after, she was courted by a cousin of her's, 
{Rev. Mr. Freeman, of Lowell, Mass.,) and 
after some trouble with his church about her 
tsharacter he married her, 9s they did not 
prove any thing against her. She lived 
with Mr. il^reeman one'or two days over one 
year, and he died very suddenly. It is ap- 
posed and verily believed, by many, that 
she and Kinney knew.>mo]^ about his deitth 
than they ought, but (am not able to say 
as to that ; I can say though, that ^ Mr. Kin- 
ney corres|)onded with and visited lier with- 
out Mr. Freeman's knowledge; and more 
too, that he wiis very unhappy while he did 
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live. The next spring after his death, she 
opened a MUliiiery Shop in Lowel^ .and . 
kept it until fall, when • she failed. SShe 
next spring she came to Boi^tcin again and 
lived with* Kinney, and kept a* boarding 
house about two years, when she dismissed 
her boarders and said sfh'e was goi<ig to be 
married. Theylnoved into a house wilh 
ajiother family, who threatened' tdturia them 
out if they were hot married, and,'upon tha;t, 
they thought it best to be." '■'■''. '] • . 
How does this letter dfspel froih lier 
statement the roknance which she has en- 
deavored to incorporate into it ! She, who 
would be considered one of the I purest, 
most adorable, but' most unfortunate 'crea- 
tures in existence, with two lovers- at her 
feet, each of whom is possessed of all -the 
exceOencies, and none of the defects, of his 
sex, proves to be a inete cou«tezan,r^kept 
by one pf these lovers and sought by the 
other, who was a clergyman, ignorant of the 

> 

arts of women, believing all of them good, 
and incapable of such gross deception as 



88 LIFE OF MM. RANNAB KINinET. 

this one was now prdc&cing upon him, — in 
marriage l^ 



CHAPTER^XI. 

Mr« Freeman^s attachment to Mrs* K. Tike 
cotu»e of her friends in regard to his marry* ^ 
lag her* His Hnhapj^ines^^diiring his mar- 
riage* Her statements respecting her ac- 
quaintance with Kinney, examteed* 

It is undoubtedly true that Mr. Freeman 
was strongly attached to this woman before 
he married her. The letters purporting to 
have been written by him, that she has seen 
fit to publish, — which, by the'\my, no woman 
possessed of the least refinement of feeling, 
under hardly any circumstances would have 
done, — if they are genuine, as well as the 
fact that he married her when, it is well 
known, many reports were in existence un- 
favorable to her character, prove this pretty 
clearly. 
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About the time of tfie trial of Mrs. Kin- 
ney, I was in conversation with a gentle- 
man, (one of hef connexions,) aqd he told 
me that when he learned Mr. Freeman in- 
tended to marry her, he wrote to him and 
^informed hitn relative to the bad reputation 
t«he had sustained, and Warned him not to 
•ccmi^ct hitn^lf inith her until he had made 
■^thorough inquiries relative to her chcuacter. 
The advice he ap{>eara to have followed, 
'rkft, by a deposition iii the Appendix, (J) it 
: seems that he visited Boston* and made in- 
^quiries about her, about the time he received 
the letter. 

The opposition which members of his 
'-church made to the martiage was enou^ 
to deter any one whose feelings were not 
enlidted beyond his control, from talking such 
a step, though this opposition were based up- 
on reports which were not enthrely substan- 
tiated by proof; for he must have known 
that such reports in constant circulation, 
could not b6 groundless, and they would be 
the cause criT diminishing his influenoe, be« 
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sides being to him a source of permanent 
vexation. But the cunning woman, by the 
use of those talents which, nature has so 
bountifully bestowed upon her, (L) contin* 
ued to maintain the ascendency she had ac- 
quired oyer him, and he suffered himself to 
be drawn into a situation in which, during 
the remainder of his days^he was most mis* 
erable. 

She intimates that many of the reports, 
which were in circulation to her injury, were 
occasioned by* the visits of Kinney, although 
her husband approved them. From the 
correspondence which she has published, 
purporting to have passed between those 
two gentlemen, just previous to the mar- 
riage, it appears that there had been a mis- 
understanding between them respecting her. 
That Kinney had been remarkably attentive 
.to her — ^had visited her at Mrs. Rice's, ^^oft« 
en too," and shown her such kind of atten- 
tion as excited Mrs. Rice's suspicions; and 
she, according to Kinney's account, ^<put 
the most unfavorable construction upon i^." 
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He prdaably succeeded in doing away any 
unfavorable impressions that Mr. Freeman 
might have received in consequence of his 
over poUteness to bis intended wife, or this 
gwtleman would not have married her. 

She further intimates that they were on 
the most intimate terms until Mr. Freeman's 
death ; that Mr. F, was in. the habit of call- 
ing on Kinney when he was in Boston, and 
that just before his death he accepted a pres- 
ent from him ; that Kinney «sed to return 
his calls, and frequently rendered him httle 
services in Boston. Surely if this be true, 
they must have been upon intimate terms, 
indeed- But how was the fact ? If the 
Deader will turn to the letter in the Tenth 
Chapte% of this work, he will iind that 
*'Mr. Freeman was very unhappy while he 
did live." Why was this ? Was it notbe- 
cause of the intimacy that existed between 
his wife and Kinney ? The answer is found 
in the affidavit of Mehitable J. Jordan, 
(C.) It appears there on the authority of 
Rev. E. G. Leach, that while Mrs. Kinney 
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lived with Mr. Freeman, Kinney frequently 
visited her, and he had known him to give 
her ten or twenty dollars at a time, and that 
she told her husband that the rich members 
of the church gave her the money. ' That 
Mr. Freeman was jealous of his wife and 
forbid Kinney coming to his house, And that 
Mr. Freeman was very uhha:ppy. 

This statement of Mr. Leach was mside 
in 1839, and it coincides singularly with the 
letter iabove alluded to; but the author of 
that letter, I have reason to believe, never 
had any communication with him, upon the 
subject whatever. ^ 

Mrs. Kinney's intiniacy with Kinney n^v- 
er ceased, from the time of her first ac- 
quaintance with him uiitil his death. Dur- 
ing the Ufe of Mr. Freeman, and after his 
death (as it istppears from her Book,) she 
retained the same fond feelings for Kinney, 
that she possessed before. She says, **Mr. 
Kinney called upon w* twice while we board- 
ed with Mrs. Butler, but never after weltept 
house to my knowledge, while Mr. Free- 
man lived." 



^■■■^iHHH 
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She well said us, but she could not say, 
with any expectation of being believed, that 
he did not caUed upon her^ or see her more 
times than that. The letter says, ^1 can 
say, though, that Mr. Kinney corresponded 
with, and visited, her, without Mr. Free- 
man^s knowhdgt.^^ 

The person who wrote this did not do it 
without having sufficient proof of the fact. 
So this equivocal statement of Mrs. Kin- 
ney shows how near she can come to a 
ftKkefaood and not be guilty of it. There is 
no way to which she has not resorted to 
make her story plausible, and, it appears to 
me, that her success is abput equal to her 
deserts. ' 

It being clearly €hown that Kinney's in- 
tercourse with her was the same from the 
time of his first acquaintance with ker until 
their marriage, — notwithstanding her at- 
tempts to make it appear that it was other:- 
wise during her union with Mr. Freeman, — 
the question arises, why did she allow bis 
visits if she was aware (of their impropriety ? 
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She says that they were certainly painful to 
her ; and that, after he had proposed to 
marry her, she "felt that many, perhaps, of 
her best friends would abandon her, if she 
married him — ^that they would infer that she 
had encouraged his calls, (which was not 
the case,) and, perhaps, believe the slanders 
which the cruel tongues of prejudice had 
heaped upon her.""^ Here it appears that 
she knew that it was wrong for him to call, 
and that she wais suffering in her character 
in consequence ; but it does not appear that 
■he gave him the least hint that his visits 
were not acceptable. Indeed it is evident 
that she was very happy to receive not only 
his visits, but his presents, also.f 

'Pages 68 and 59 of hel- bode. 

ff age 67— see the story of the Oranges. 



^•* f 
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CHAPTER XII. 

A remark relative to repatation. Mrs. Kinney's 
reputation wherever she has been known. A 
recent occurrence in which she figured in Bos- 
ton, in a manner not very satisfactory to her- 
self. 

I will here, with the reader's permission, 
throw in a common remark relative to re- 
ports affecting character, which, I fear, is 
not sufficiently impressed upon every mind. 
There probably never were very many in- 
stances where reputation was injured by re- 
ports, when there was no foundation for 
them. It is true that sometimes the foun- 
dation may be trivial, but almost invariably 
it is serious : and no person can go from 
one place to another where he has not be- 
fore been known, and have the same char- 
acter, without the existence of the same 
causes for it* 

Now, in the case of Mrs. Kinney, where- 
ever she has been for any length of time, 
her character has always-been the same. — 
In New Portland, in Dover, in Boston, and 



V 
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Lowell, similar imputations existed against 
it. She would not have been so narrowly 
watched in the first mentioned place, or 
avoided in Dover ; the married deacon in 
Lowell, who went to ride with her would 
not have been guilty of the unbecoming con- 
duct she attributed to him; Mrs. M 

would not have said to Mrs. Flynn in Bos- 
ton, that her conduct in Lowell was such 
that they would have no felbwship with her ; 
— she would not have been told, at the 
Sabbath School in Boston, that her pres- 
ence was not agreeable, ilor would she have 
been watched at the Bromfield House, af- 
ter her acquittal ^^by a brainless fdlow, 
whose name she finds it difficult to conceal," 
had not similar and serious causes for those 
imputations existed. 

I think it has been made to appear in 
this book, that causes of magnitude have 
always existed for the bad reputation Mrs. 
Kinney has had. But lest some people 
should not be perfectly satisfied on this 
point, because of the wonderful degree of 
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piety she pretends to possess, and the expres- 
sions of submission to the will of Heaven 
^ith which her book abounds, I will add the 
Mibstance of the statement of an elderly lady 
to me, of a circumstance that occurrred in 
Mrs. Kinney's shop, of which she had per- 
sonal knowledge, which shows that her ideas 
lespecting the appropriation of the property 
of others as late as the summer of 1840, had 
not materially changed from those she pos- 
sessed in 1822, when Mr. and Mrs. Wey- 
mouth discovered their goods in her posses- 
sion. (B.) 

Mrs. H , is an elderly lady, who has 

resided in the vicinity of Boston, and bears 
a reputation unimpeachable. She says that 
in May or June, 1840, she was in Boston, 
and was desirous of finding some one who 
would make some repairs on her bonnet. — 
She was recommended to call on Mrs. Kin- 
ney, who kept a shop on Bromfield Street, 
which she did, and left her bonnet. In due 
time she called for it. While Mrs. Kinney 
• was bringing it, Mrs, H took from her 
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purse one, of two, five dollar gold pieces, 
which it contained, and laid it, with the 
purse, upon the table, thinking she would 
not pay for the bonnet until she had exam* 
ined it. After examination she found it 
was not done to her satisfaction, but Mrs. 
Kinney told h^ it should be in a short time* 
The lady put the gold into her purse and 
again placed it upon the table, and left the 
shop for a few moments. When she re* 
turned she found the purse but no money ! 
The following conversation then took place. 

"Where is the money which was in my 
purse ?" said Mrs. H 

"It was the same when you left it as it 
was when the little girl gave it you," replied 
Mrs. Kinney. 

"Who has been here since I went out ?" 
asked Mrs. H . 

"Not a soul," said Mrs. Kinney. 

"Then one of you has my money ; and I 
am detormined to have it !" 

"We are respectable people here, madam, 
and are not accustomed to such imputa- 
tions." 
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"I cannot help that, my money is here, 
and I must and will have it." 

"If any person has it, then, it must be 
the little girl who has just stepped out of 
the shop." 

"Why did you let her go under such cir- 
cumstances, if you think she has it ?" 

"She has had other opportunities to car- 
ry it to her father and mother, if she was 
so disposed, as she has been out of the shop 
two or three times before." 

When the little girl returned, Mrs. Kin- 
ney said to her that she had given Mrs. H. 
the purse without the money. 

The little girl denied having any knowl- 
edge of the money, she had not got it ; she 
certainly never did such a thing as to take 
the money of others in her hfe. 

Mrs. H told her it did no good to 

deny it ; that the money must be found. 

Mrs. Kinney then directed her to look. — 
She then went to searching, and after spend- 
ing considerable time and labor, found the 
gold. 
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"There, madam," said she, when she 
found it, "I told you I had not got the mon- 
ey, and I had not, had I ?" Mrs. Witham 
said not a word. , 

While Mrs. H — — was in conversation 
with Mrs. Kinney, she says she raised her 
voice to a pretty high key, and Mrs. K. de- 
sired her not to speak so loud, as it might 
be an injury to her ; but the resolute lady 
replied that she thought it would be more 
injury to her if she did not find her mon- 
«y, than it would be for her to speak loud. 

During the whole time of the search, a 
lady was present at work in the shop, and 

she afterwards observed to Mrs. H that 

if she had not shown so much determina- 
tion she would not have recovered her mon- 
ey. 

Mrs. H says she related the above 

circumstance to many individuals in Boston, 
previous to the death of G. T. Kinney ; and 
that, if any one shall have the curiosity to 
know farther relative to the matter, they 
can call upon her son. Dr. G. W. H , 
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Bangor, Maine, who will put them in a way 
to know the whole facts. 

The evidence to her mind, that Mrs. K. 
undertook to embezzle this money, is so 
clear, and her statement of the affair such, 
that any one that bears it from her lips, will 
not doubt a moment that Mrs. K's appro- 
priating propensity was as strong then as it 
ever had been before. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

llfirs. Kinney's early aeqnaintance with Mr. 
Freeman* Her interest in him. Remarks in 
regard to her administering poison* Conclu- 
sion* 

I have a few words to say relative to the 
acquaintance which Mrs. Kinney had with 
Mr. Freeman, previous to that which imme- 
diately preceded their marriage, and upon 
which she lays so much stress in the begin- 
ning of her book. 



102 LIFE or MRS. HANNAH KINNKT. 

It will be TecoUected that this latter ac- 
quaintance commenced with F. in July, 
1832 ; and that she had not seen him for 
fifteen years previous. That she gives the 
impression that she was attached to him 
during their former acquaintance ; that they 
corresponded together, and that on the 
commencement of the latter acquaintance, 
the former "lived again with feelings unut* 
erable." It will also be recollected that I 
was married to her in 1822, wh)en she was 
not far from 17 years of age ; consequently 
she could not have been far from 14 years 
old when she last saw Mr. Freeman, at the 
period of their first acquaintance. 

She says that, on hearing that she was to 
be married to me, he wrote her on the sub- 
ject. ^'She had been under the guardian 
care of (her) parents, whose great object 
had been to promote her present and future 
happiness ; therefore the energies of my 
[her] mind, the decision of my [her] judg- 
ment had never been brought into action ; 
I was quite unfit to decide on a matter of so 
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much importance as the one then before 
me. However, his letter I never answer- 
ed." 

Now, by her own statement, her acquain- 
tance with him was at an age when she did 
not know her own feelings, and that she had 
not sufficient judgment or decision to act 
for herself. How -then ber fonner acquaint- 
ance should live so ^^unutterably," 15 years 
afterwards, is past my power of comprehen- 
sion. 

It is not possible that a girl of her tender 
years in this enlightened century, when so 
few of the tender sex die of love, could have 
formed an attachment for a person she had 
seen but little, which would create such un- 
utterable feelings at the age of 29 or 30. — 
But, aside from her account of the matter, 
and the reason o( the thing, I may be sup- 
posed to know something of her acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Freeman in^her earlier days. 

Her acquaintance with him previous to 
her marriage to me was very limited ; and 
this will be confirmed by many persons liv- 

R 
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ing in the vicinity of Mrs. Kinney's native 
place. I am quite confident she had never 
seen him but once, and this was when she 
was eleven years of age, as I have been told 
by connexions of the Hanson family. I 
have been further informed that her corres- 
pondence with him amounted to next to 
none. That she never Wrote him but one 
letter at this period, and this was when he 
was attending school at Waterville. The 
letter, however, he did not deign to answer. 
If she had such a letter or letters from Mr. 
Freeman as she represents, why did she not 
publish the contents ? Did her delicacy 
prevent ? If so, her delicacy must be ex- 
ceedingly elastic, when at cwne time she 
could extend it to the publishing of letters 
which, of all others, should be kept private, 
and at another, contract it to the withholding 
of such as might be more entertaining, and 
less sacred. T^e fact is she has no such 
letters ; for she would not have been so par- 
ticular to keep them out of sight. 

From the information I have obtained, 
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and from my own knowledge, I am verily of 
opinion that she never cared a straw for 
Mr. Freeman, at the time of her first, or 
daring her second, acquaintance with him. 
But if I were inclined to believe that she 
did, the fact disclosed in the statement un- 
der L, in the Appendix, would satisfy me 
that any affection she had for him extended 
no farther than was for her interest, for the 
time being. 

That Mrs4 Kinney was guilty of adminis- 
tering poison to Mr. Freeman or to Mr. 
Kinney, the public have »s good opportnni- 
ly of judging as myself. It is certain that 
•bolh of those men died suddenly, that there 
has been much excitement in the communis 
ty relative to their deaths, and inquiry as to 
the cause, and that for the death of the lat- 
ter person Mrs. Kinney has been tried for 
her life, and acquitted by a jury of her coun- 
try ; — ^that her lonely situation and the sym- 
pathy of the press, operated upon the minds 
of the jury to effect this result, is not in 
my power to say; — she was acquitted. — 
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Upon this subject I will remark no farther. 
In justice to Mrs. Kinney, I will say that, 
she never, to my knowledge, Attempted my^ 
life by poisoning or in any other way ; and 
I hardly think that, up to the time I finally 
separated from her, sh^ ever harbored a 
thought of my destruction, for an instant. 



CONCLUSION. 

As I apprehended, when I commenced 
this little work, wounds have been opened 
which I once hoped had been forever heal^ 
ed.^ It was with feelings of repognanee tiiat 
I undertook the task ; for those with whcon I 
have long been acquainted — at any period of 
my life — have a hold upon my feehiigs, that 
imperative duty alone can induce me to aev* 
er. That, in this instance, this duty exist* 
ed, I had no hesitation in believing. 

If, by my pursuing this duty, the pub- 
lic shsdl be disabused of impressions they 
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have received from the statements of Mrs. 
Kinney ; and if Mrs. Kinn«y shall be indu- 
ced to abandon the course she has all her 
lifetime pursued, so that the circle in which 
she moves, may be blessed by her good 
works, instead of being cursed by her devia- 
tions from the path of rectitude, my object 
will be fully accomplished. 

THE END. 



-m^J^ 
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As I am but little known,* away from the 
places where I Imve resided, I have thought 
it proper to throw into the form of an Ap- 
pendix, some of the many depositions I have, 
to convince those who are unacquainted 
with me, that I have not attempted to 
amuse the pubhc with a tissue of falsehoods. 
I think these few will satisfy all who shall 
honor my little book with a perusal, that 
the conduct and character of Mrs. Kpney 
are sufficiently bad ; — and that I was war- 
ranted in the course I took in leaving her 
as I did ; and that the good people of New 
England have long enough been imposed 
upon by her and other persons, whose whole 
aim is to destroy the moral tone of society, 
and to elevate themselves to a station, 
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the extreme opposite of that to which they 
belong. 

The depositions are from persona of the 
first respectability^ consequently they may 
be relied upon to the extent they go. There 
are many subjects of common report rela-* 
tive to the character of Mrs. Kinney, to 
whidi I hare not alhided ; and many prove- 
able matters which I have thought it proper 
to concea}. It may become necessary here* 
after to disclose them to the public ; but I 
trust that the pain of revealing them may 
never be experienced by me. 



APPENDIX. ^ 

(A.) 

We, the subscribers , citizens of New Portland, do here- 
by certify, that it has been common report in this town, that 
the general character of Mrs. Hannah Kinney, formerly of 
this town, (now of Boston,) was notoriously bad, while she 
lived in this town, from and after the year 1822. 

JOHN BUTTS, 
ZEBULON TRUE, 
NATHAN B. JORDAN, 
J. R. CLARK, 
IRA ELLIOT, 
JOSHUA BUTTS, 
THOMAS PENNELL, 
JOHN W. JORDAN, 
NATHAN PEABODY, 
STEPHEN LARRABEE, 
SETH THOMAS, 
WARD SPOONER, 
HHIAM WETHERN. 
New Portland, Aug. 31, 1841. 

Somerset ss.— I certify that I am well acquainted with 
all the persons whose names are attached to the above cer- 
tificate, and that their statements may be fully relied upon. 

WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 




(B.) 
I, William Weymouth, of Kinffield, certify and saj 
in the month of January, 1822, Mr. Ward Witham coi 
ed house-keeping in my house soon after his marriage 
Hasnah Hanson. I then lived in New Portiand, neaj 
Hanson, Esq^s. Mr. Witham and wife lived in my house 
until October following, during which time I missed several 
artieles, among which was some molasses. We charged 
Mrs. Witham with taking them, and she acknowledged to 
my wife she had taken uem, and requested my wife not to 
■ay any thing about it. After Mrs. Witham's acknowledg- 
ment, my wife and I would not leave the house at the same 
time for we were afraid to trust her there alone. I heard 
ner husband threateftto leave her on account of reports 
about her character, t^^rther say, that in the winter of 
1825 and '6, it was enr^Bly reported and believed, that 



# 



4 APPENDIX. 

Mrs. Witham had illicit connexion with S G— , at 

which time I heard Mr. Witham threaten to leave her. It 
was also currently reported abont that time, that her father 

called said G to account, and that G paid five d<d- 

lars to settle it, and left the place. I further say that in the 
summer of 1330. after Mrs. Witham came from Dover, and 
while at her father's it was currently reported and general- 
ly believed that Mrs. W. had a child wluch she threw into 
the pond or stream. WILLIAM WEYMOUTH. 

Subscribed and sworn to 3d Sept. 1841. Before me, 

WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 

I, Sally Weymouth, wife of Wm. Weymouth, do certify 
and say, that I distinctly recollect all the foregoing state- 
ments, and that they are correct 
N SALLY WEYMOUTH. 

Sworn to as above. 

WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



(C.) 

I, Mehitable J. Jordan, of New Portland, in the County of 
Somerset, certify and say, that in the spring or summer of 
1826, m conversation with Mrs. Hannah Witham, (now Mrs. 

Kinney,) she told me that S G had got into bed 

with her, and she (Hannah) told him (G ,) he might ^t 

fu soon as he pleased. I observed to her, that was giv- 
fcn great liberty, — how soon would yon suppose he 
 ^t out 7 I thmk she said he got rieht out. After her 
R from Dover, I think in. 1830, Nathan Hanson, Esq. 
|e to our house, in company with one of the Selectmen, 
et me to take Mrs. Witham, and said tome, 1 have come 
to see if I can s^et you to take Hannah, (meaning Mrs. Kin- 
ney) and keep her till I can hear from her husband. I told 
him I could not take her ; I did not want her, for you know 
what folks say abont her, and if I take her they wiU say I 
am as bad as she is^ Hanson said to me, yon must keep her 
8 or 10 dajs, or I shall throw her upon the town, oi; turn 
her out of'^doors, for he could not live «with her ; for Han- 
nah and his wife quarrelled so, his house was a hell upon 
earth. I did not consent to take her^bnt she came, and 
asked my husband's advice whejk^ she had better go to 
Boston. He advised her to go,^V in about three days she 
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left here for Boston, btit said jghe should go to DoYer and see 
Mr. H — ^, first. While Mrs. Witham was here, I saw 
three letters to her from Mr. H-»- — , one of which she 
shewed me, in which he stated he had received her letter 
informing him of her situation, and requesting her to keep 
every thing; secret at) possible, and in a short time, (I think 
the next week) he would see her and have all things ar- 
ranged to her satisfaction, tn conversation with her sister 
V—, she (Mrs. V — ■) said to me, she believed that Hannah 
was in delicate circumstances, and got into her house in hef 
absence and got medicine, and the next day she (Hannah) 
was sick and sent for the Doctor, her husband, who went, 
and shortly after returned and told her (Mrs. V — ) that 
Hannah was in travail, and she (Mrs. V — •) ought to go in 
and see her 5 she did go accordingly, and Hannah told her 
and Mrs. M-— — who went in with her, to go out 3 and Mrs. 
V-— further said she hajd no doubt but Hannah had a child 
then. This conversation took place previous to Mra. With- 
am's coming to our house. In conversation with Rev.. E. G. 
Leach, in the summer of 1839, 1 think, Mr. Leaeh said to 
me that while Mrs. Kinney lived with Mr. Freeman, Mr. 
Kinney frequently visited Mrs. Freeman, and he had known 
him to give her ten or twenty dollars at a time. I asked 
him what Hannah had told her husband about the money j-^ 
he said she told him the rich members of the church gave it 
to her. He also said Mr. Freeman was iealous of her, and 
forbid Kinney coming to his house, and that Mr. F. was 
very unhappy. He also said, that at the time of Mr. Free- 
man's death, suspicions were had, that he was poisone<{, and 
thnt a partial examination took place, but owine to the deli- 
cate situation of Mrs. Freeman and her ado, the examina- 
tion was stopped ; but no arsenic was found. 

MEHITABLE J. JORDAN. * 

Somerset ss. — Subscribed and sworn to^ this thirty-first 
dayof Aug^t, 1842. 

WILLIAM TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



I, William Witham, Jr., of New Portland, in the County 
of Somerset, and Static of Maine, do depose and say, that in 
the winter of 1825 and 9^J shut up my house in New Port- 
land, to make a visit to aB friends in Minot; I was absent 
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aboat six weeks, dttring which time there were taken from 
my house^ one cheese, one bed blanket, and several other 
articles of less value. On my return, I was informed hy 
scholars ^oing to school, that they saw Mrs. Hannah With- 
am, now Mrs. Hannah Kinney, go into the hoase and also 
come out with a bundle, the contents of which, they could 
not tell. That, afterwards, myself and wife stated to her 
if she had taken said articles, and would acknowledge it, the 
affair could and should be settled and dropped. Soon after. 
her father, Nathan Hanson, Esq., advisea her, if she did 
take the articles, to acknowledge it, and settle for them.— 
Afterwards, (the same year) she pretended to have met 
with a change, and triea to Join the Freewill Baptist Church, 
on which Elder Samuel Hutchins came with her to my 
house to enquire about the lost goods ; but she made no ac- 
knowledgment at .that thne,—- however, she was not taken 
into the church. Previous to this she wrote a letter to my 
wife acknowledging she had received the lost articles, and, 
would settle for them if we would keep the fact from her 
husbandUwhich letter was shown to Elder Hutchins. In 
the sumn^r of 1830, or the same year she left here for Bos- 
ton, in a conversation with her father, at the west village in 
this town, Esq. Hanson said to me, "'Witham, I want to tell 
you about Hannah'' ; I told him I knew enough already, and 
didnH want to hear any more about her; but he said, 7011 
know not how bad she is, for she is the worst liar I ever knew, 
and that is not all, for she has told my wife that I have been 
great with her, (Hannah) and it has caused a great deal of 
trouble and difficulty between me and my wife. He 
said to me he had no doubt she had been great with Hlf 
for he had taken from her by force, a letter from 
and that wasn't the worst, for he had no doubt from wEat he 
had seen, that Hannah had a child at his house about that 
time. WM. WITHAM, Jr. 

Somerset ss. August 31st, 1841. Subscribed and 

sworn to. Before me, 

WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 




(E.) 
I, Abigail Witham, wife of the aforesaid Wm. Witham,Jr. 
do depose and say, that the forap>ing affidavit (excepting 
the conversation with Esquire Hanson) is true. I further 
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Bky, that after the G story came out^ Mrs. Kinney came 

to me and wished me to persuade my husband to ^o and talk 
with Ward Witham, (her then husband,) and adrise him not 
to go off and leave her and her children, as he had told her 
he shoidd ; and she thought my husband could influence him. 

ABIGAIL WITHAM, 

Somerset ss. — Subscribed and sworn to, this 31st day 
of August, 1841. Before me, 

WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



^ (F.) 

I, Nathan Thomas, of New Portland, certify and say, that 
in eonrersation with Mrs. Hanson, (second wife of N. Han- 
von, Esq.) I think in December 1837, she told me she had no 
Qonbt that Mrs. Hannah Witham (now Mrs. Kinney of 
Boston) had a child at their house after she came from Do- 
ver, in 1830 I thii^c it was, and that she (Mrs. Hanson) had 
no doubt she (Mrs. Witham) killed it— for at that time there 
was a terrible (or awful) scent in the chamber where Mrs. 
Witham was,<^and that some days after, abent dusk, Mrs. 
Witham went towards the stream with a bundle tied up. 
I further say that it was common report, that Mrs. With- 
am had illicit connexion with S  G , in the winter 
of 1825 and 6, and that her father called G to account 

for it, and made G^— — pay five dollurs to settle it— >and al- 
), it was common report, that Mrs. Witham had im- 
kduct with a Caravan man while she was at her 

NATHAN THOMAS. 

Subscribed and sworn to, this second day of Sept. 1841. 
Before me, WM. TFTCOMB, Justice of Peace. 




(G.) 

1, Samuel Gould, Jr., of New Portland, certify and say, 
that I was in Boston from the 23d of August, lo30, to the 
S^th inclusive, and while there I met Mr. Ward Witham, 
fomerly of this town, and in conversation about his wife and 
family, Mr. Witham stated to me that he had received a 
letter from a gentleman in Foxcroft, whose name he told 
me, but I cannot now recollect, informing him that it was 
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confidently believed in Foxcroft, that his wife was intimate 
with another man, there, (naming the man) but whose name 
I do not recollect 3 and that he (Jnr. Witham) told me, her 
conduct (meaning his wife) had.been such that he could not 
and should not lire with her any longer, and said he was 
rery sorry such was the case, (on account of his children,) 
and so appeared to be ; aud thip was the first knowledge i 
had of his learing her with the intention of not llrlng with 
her again. 

I further say, that afterwards in Boston, (in 1836, 1 think) 
I fell in company with Chailes Stilphin, formerly of this 
town, and in ccmversation with him, he said to me he had 
frequently lodged with Mrs. Hannah Witham, and that she 
was the nicest bedfellow that he erer had found. 

SAMUEL GOULD, Jr. 



Somerset ss. — Subscribed and swi»rn to, this third day 

September, 1841. 

Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



(H.) 

I, Matildii W. Niles, of Freeman, certify and say, that in 
the summer of 1830, 1 worked in the family of Nathan Hmxh 
son, Esq., o{ New Portlaiid, and while 1 was there, Mrs. 
Hannah Witham was taken sick and sent for Dr. V--^ who 
came and staid but a short time and went away, I raHbar 
say, that Mrs. Hanson, Bfrs. V— and Mrs. M ' , went into 
Mrs. Witham's chamber, and soon returned and said Mra. 
Witham ordered them out ; and Mrs. Hanson told me, that 
Mrs. Witham was in travail. I further say, that a few days 
afterwards, when Mrs. Witham had partially recovered her 
health, I saw her between sunset and dark, go out of the 
house with something under her arm, and as she passed by 
the window her father said, she has e^one to throw her child 
into the stream. I further say, that Mrs. Witham would not 
let any one make her bed, or wash any of her clothes, but 
after she &not able, washed her owh clothes, and'had a very 
large washing. During Mrs. Witham's confinement, there 
was a very disagreeable smell in her chamber--so much 
80, that rags were frequently burnt to counteract the scent j 
and I often heard Esquire Hanson and his wife say the scent 
was caused by Mrs. Witham's child. I further say, that I 
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fraqaently heard Esquire Hanson threaten to torn Mrs. 
Witham oat of doors, or throw her apon the town. 

. MATILDA W. NILES. 

Somerset ss.— Subscribed and sworn to, Sept. 2, 1841. 
Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



(I.) 

I, Hannah Jordan, of New Portland, do certify and say, 
that in conversation with Mrs. Hanson, second wife of Na- 
than Hanson, Esq., in the summer of 1830, she /Mrs. H.) told 
me that when Mrs. Hannah Witham (now Mrs. Kinney) 
came to their house from Dover, she (Mrs. Hanson) believed 
that Mrs. Witham was pregnant, and also that she believed 
Mrs. W. had an abortion at their house, but that she did not 
see it J and at that time there was a very bad scent in the 
house, and particularly in the stairway near the chamber.— 
I further say that Mrs. Hanson told me that Mrs. — — > and 

Mrs. M came there when Mrs. Witham was sick, and 

were ordered out of the chamber by Mrs. Witham ; and 
eome days after, Mrs. Witham, being partially recoveredt 
took her cloak, and went towards the stream, and her fa* 
ther spoke of f(dlowing her, having suspicions that she was 
going to conceal what caused the offensive scent in the honseji. 
and that directly after, the scent left the house. 

I further say, that in the fall of 1840, after the news of the 
death of Mr. George T. Kinney had reached here, in con- 
versation with N. Hanson, Esq., he said to me, that Mr. 
Kinney's relations ought to be ashamed to bring up any thing 
about her former conduct, but let other people do the talk- 
ing ; but, from all the circumstances that had come to his 
knowledge, he had no doubt Hannah had poisoned Mr. Kin- 
ney. HANNAH JORDAN. 

Somerset ss. — Subscribed and sworn to, this first day 
of Sept. 1841. 
Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



(J.) 

I, John P. Hodsdon^ of New Portland, certify and say, that 
in the year 1834 or '35, 1 (ell in company with Charles Stii- 
phin> in Boston, formerly of this town, ; that ia conversatlQa 
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with him^ he told me he had frequently been with Bin* 

Hannah Witham, ***###»* 
and to get clear of her he left Boston for New York, from 
whence he had just then returned. He also told me that 
JleF. E. W. Freeman came to Boston to enquire about her 
character, but he could not find out any thing there, and 
her friends knew where to send him for information. He 
further sa^d to me, he frequently passed the shop where 
she was at work, and would give her the wink and she 
would take her bonnet and come out and walk with him, 
and then they woidd lodge together, as he intimated to me. 

J. P. HODSDON. 

Somerset ss^^— Subscribed and sworn to, Sept. 3, 1841. 
Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



I, Almira Luce, of New Portland, testify and say, that in 
December, 1837, 1 was present at a conyersation between 
jDj mother and Nathan Thomas, M our house, and that I 
heard mother tell Mr. Thomsts that, in the summer of 1830, 
after Mrs. Hannah Witham came to Esquire Hanson's from 
Doyer,she (Mrs. Witham) had an abortion,which she thought 
was the cause of a yery disagreeable scent in the house, mi- 
til Mrs. W. went out the first of the eyening with something 
->and Esquire Hanson said she had gone to throw it into the 
stream. ALMIRA LUCE. 

Somerset ss.-^ubscribed and sworn to, 1842^ 

Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace.. 

{The mother of the deponent was dead at the time of the 
miJdng this affidavit.] 



1,   , of New Portland, oertiftr and «ay, that 

jn conyersation with N. Hanson, Esq. soon auer the arrest 
of Mrs. Hannah Kinney, he said, he was in hopes he neyer 
should baye heard any thing more about Hannah, as she 
had caused him so much trouble, that you know said he ;— <• 
and that he belieyedor feared she was the cause of Kinney's 
death, but he did not think she would be hun^, as she was a 
female, and public opinion was ag^nst hanging. I further 
say, that Rer. E. G. Leach told me, he was requested by 
j^s^uire Hanson to talk with Mrs. Batcheider, the intended 
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third wife of Hanson, and tell her the Whole story about Mrs. 
K., which he said he did in full, that she would not be de- 
ceived if she married Esquire H. 

I further say^ that it has been commonly reported and 
generally believed here, that Mrs. Kinney's character for 
truth, moral honesty and chastity is very bad, and has been 
ever since her marriage with Mr. Witham. 



Somerset ss. — 'Subscribed and sworn to, Sept. 3, 1841. 
Before me, WM. TITCOMB, Justice of Peace. 



Dover, Aug. 27, 1841. 
I certify that I am a native of New Portlimd, and resided 
in that town till within eightyears since, in the neighbor- 
hood of Nathan Hanson, Esq. It was currently reported 
and generally believed, about the year 1826, that Mrs. Han- 
nah Witham had illicit connexion with a young Mr. 8 
G— . It was also report;,ed and generally believed, that 
Mrs. Witham was pregnant in the summer of 1890, and that 
she caused an abortion by designedly taking scHoe drugs f<Mr 
that purpose. It was also reported and believed that she 
had illicit connection with a young man, an attendant of a 
caravan, which passed through New Portland, in 1830. It 
was likewise reported and believed that N. Nanson, Esq. 

settied with S— , and received of him five d<d- 

iars. HOSEA RICKER. 



(I-.) 
Since commencing this work, I fell in with a person I was 
formerly acquunted with, who knew Mrs. Kinney long be- 
fore I did, and he has made an affidavit which will gjve the 
reader some light concerning the history of her youth, which 
I cannot give m)m my own knowledge. It is but too true 
that 

''Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined,'' 

and in the life of this woman we see this fully illustrated. I 
will give the substance of the affidavit. 

The deponent worked with Nathan Hanson of New Port- 
land, about the year 1819 or ^ 3 Hannah Hanson was then 
15 ojr 16 years of age, and he was intimately acquainted with 
bfix for about two months. He knew that she was then des- 
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titnte of all moral priacipler— that slie would ateal, lie, aad 
l»e guilty of unmentionable improprieties with men. That 
ahe told him the first man that 'conrted' her was named 
C , and that he was the first man she knew improper- 

ly. That C ' suspected another person of having been 

with her, and expressed much regret that she was not 
chaste, for then he should take a good deal of comfort with 
iher. That she farther told him, on his inquiry if she were 
not sorry on account of her inconstancy to C , that she 

did not know that she had any more afi'ection for one man 
than for another ; that she sometimes asked herself if she 
had reason to regret her misconduct, and concluded that on 
the whole, it was not of much consequence how she con- 
ducted. He further says that her character, at that time, 
was bad for chastity and honesty ; that she was '^hypocrit- 
ical, deceitful and cunning^" — that her father had a ET^t^t 
•deal of trouble with her, but could not restrain her. That, 
by her manners and personal appearance, she was capable 
<of deceiving almost any man. That she was one of^ that 
class of wmnen who, by their beauty, arts, cunning and de- 
ception, have the power to ensnare the other sex, and se- 
duce them from the path of duty and ^et them into trouble ; 
that she cared nothing for her reputation, and no further for 
the feelings or reputation of others than would answer her 
mijmoaeM ', and that, after she left Doyer, and while she was 
m New Portland, she informed a person, who told him, that 
her conduct, while in Doyer, haa beeii no better thanitwaa 
in New Portland, previous to her going to Doyer. 



Bangor, Dec. 1841. 
This certifies that I have compared the original manu- 
script of the letter on pag«s ^, 51 and 52 of this book, with 
the hand writing of Mrs. Kinney, and the hand writing ap- 
pears the same. JOHN S. SAYWARD. 



(IT.) 
I, the midersigned, certify that within six months put^l 
have seen the certificates referred to in pa^ 72 of thn 
book, and compared them with the hand writing of Ward 
Witham j and that, altttbugh there is a similarity in the 
hand writing, to a certam extent, they may be forgeries. 

Baaeor, Feb: 1842. 
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I tbe uadenngiied, City Clerk of Bangor, certify^ in addi- 
tion tlie above, that I am of opinion that any person dispos- 
ed to make use ci counterfeit hand writings woold not at- 
tempt to use that which did not as nearly resemble the orir- 
iinal, as the writinir of said certificates does that of Captam 
WTitham. JOHN S. SAYWARD. 

jBangor, Feb. 1842; 



IBRRATA.^In page 47, elerenthiEne from the bottom, for 
1899 read 1829. 

In page 6 of the Appendix, 7th line from the bottom, for 
1842 wad 1841. 
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